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Health  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Hereford, 

2( )tli  April,  1916. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  City  oj  Hereford. 
Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rati'  compares  favourably  with  other 
towns  of  the  same  size  as  1 lereforcl. 

The  death  rate  from  Consumption  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
for  the  City,  but  is  still  too  high,  and  this  also  applies  to  the  incidence 
of  the  disease,  l'he  incidence  of  tin;  other  infectious  diseases  is 
given  in  the  statistical  summary  on  page  G. 

On  pages  39  42  will  be  found  a full  account  of  the  houses  for  the 
working  classes  erected  by  the  Town  Council. 

Various  causes  of  death  are  given  in  detail  in  the  tables  in  the 
appendix.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a number  of  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  heart,  liver,  kidneys,  nervous  system,  and  lungs, 
are  directly  or  indirectly  caused  through  abuse  of  alcohol  by  persons 
of  all  classes.  A good  deal  of  reform  is  still  needed  in  regard 
to  drinking,  reference  is  made  to  this  matter  on  pages  32,  76-77. 

There  is  room  for  improvement  in  connection  with  the  milk 
supply,  this  matter  is  referred  to  on  page  45.  The  pig-styes  are 
still  a source  of  nuisance,  especially  during  the  hot  weather,  reference 
is  made  to  this  matter  on  page  48. 

On  pages  77-82  particulars  are  given  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of 
children’s  heads,  and  although  improvement  has  been  effected 
during  the  last  few  years,  the  condition  is  still  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  a marked  reduction  in  the  amount  of  uncleanliness  is  looked  for 
in  the  future. 

1 here  is  still  a good  deal  of  waste  in  regard  to  food,  this  matter 
is  referred  to  on  pages  76-77.  It  would  be  an  advantage  if  instruction 
could  be  given  in  cooking,  and  in  the  use  of  the  most  economical 
dishes,  at  the  homes  of  the  working  classes. 

Reference  is  made  on  pages  97-99  to  the  work  of  the  Care  Com- 
mittee, suggestions  are  made  whereby  the  usefulness  of  this  Com- 
mittee may  be  increased. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  permanent  and  temporary 
members  of  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  MILLER. 


CITY  OF  HEREFORD 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1915. 


Area  of  Municipal  Borough 


Rateable  Value 

A Penny  Rate  Produces 

Population  at  Census.  1911 
Estimated  Civil  Population  to  the  Middle  of  1915 
Average  Number  of  Persons  per  Acre 
Birth-rate,  1915 

Average  Birth-rate  for  the  previous  five  years 
Death-rate,  1915 

Average  Death-rate  for  the  previous  five  years 

Standardized  Death-rate,  1915 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births 

Average  Infant  Mortality  for  the  previous  five  years 


Phthisis  Death-rate  . . 

Average  for  previous  five  years  . . 

/ j Hereford 

Scarlet  Fever.  [England  and  Wales 


Sickness 

*Rate 

1915 


Diphtheria. 


Enteric  Fever. 


[Hereford 

| England  and  Wales 
[ Hereford 

I England  and  Wales 


Pulmonary  j Hereford 

Tuberculosis.  I England  and  Wales 


5.031  acres 
£136.886 
£553 
22,568 
21,219 
4.5 
18.5 
20.4 
15.3 
13.9 
13.8 
80 
92 
.65 
1 

2.78 

3.59 

.90 

1.52 

.14 

.18 

3.29 

2.07 


Other  Forms  of  [Hereford 

^ Tuberculosis.  ! England  and  Wales  ^5 

* During  the  52  weeksending  i*t  January,  1910. 

The  rates,  with  the  exception  of  Infantile  Mortality,  arc  pei 
1,000  of  the  population. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TIIK 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TO  THE 

TOWN  COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1915. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES,  OCCUPATION,  ETC. 

An  account  of  the  Physical  Features  of  the  town,  Geology,  &c., 
was  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1908,  pages  11-13,  and  an  account 
of  the  Occupation  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Report  for  1914,  pages 
8-1 1. 

POPULATION. 

1 he  population  of  the  City,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  1915,  is  21,219.  The  various  death-rates  for  the  year 
1915  have  been  calculated  in  the  above  estimate,  which  is  for  the 
civil  population  only,  and  does  not  include  those  on  military  or 
naval  service. 

Particulars  of  the  population  at  different  age  periods  according 
to  the  1911  census,  were  given  on  pages  7 and  8 Annual  Report  for 
I9T3. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  428  births  were  registered.  Of  these,  there 
were  five  outward  transfers,  viz.,  two  legitimate,  two  illegitimate 
(all  females) , which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  and  one  legitimate 
(male)  from  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 

1 he  total  births  belonging  to  the  City  were  423  (225  males,  198 
females)  ; 144  births  belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward,  175  to  Leominster 
Ward,  and  104  to  Monmouth  Ward. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  18-4,  compared 
with  19-15  for  1914-  I he  rate  for  1915  is  based  as  suggested  by 
the  Registrar-General  on  the  estimate  of  the  total  population,  viz., 
22,9Sr  for  1914,  as  the  births  are  those  of  both  the  civil  and  military. 
1 lie  birth-rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  yrcar  1915  are  as 
follows  ; — 


8 


Per  i ,000  of 
Population. 

England  and  Wales  . . • ■ • • ’ ' q 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London  ..  ••  2 2 

14S  Smaller  Towns  . . • • • • ..  21 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  24  | 1 owns  • - 7 

The  birth-rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  including 
Hereford,  are  lower  than  those  foi  1914' 

On  page  8,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  the  birth-rates  for  the 
City  for  quinquennial  periods  since  the  year  1876,  are  compaiec 
with  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  31  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year 
but  two  belonged  to  outside  districts.  Of  the  29  births,  8 occurred 
in  Ledbury  Ward,  10  in  Leominster  Ward,  and  n in  Monmouth 

Ward.  . 

Eight  births  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  but  four  of  these  were 
outward  transfers.  One  occurred  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  No  inward  transfers  of  births  were  received  from  the 
Registrar-General.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  to  total  n<  t 

bU  ' * Other  particulars  in  regard  to  legitimate  and  illegitimate  birth- 
rates are  given  on  page  9,  Annual  Report  for  1913- 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1915  wa^T 
Of  these  61  were  of  non-residents  and  have  been  excluded  vhiU 
t - death’s  « >f  residents  outside  the  district  have  been  included.  1 he 
nett  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  325  (184  males  and  141  > 

equal  b>  a recorded  death-rate  of  15-3  and  a standardized  death- 

rate  of  13-8. 

The  deaths  of  those  employed  in  the  military  or  naval  sei  vices 
are  not  included  in  the  above. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  quarter 
viz.,  i and  the  number  during  each  of  the  remaining  quarters  was 

73,  68,  and  72.  , . , 

The  following  are  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales  for 

1915  :_ 


„ondon 


England  and  Wales 
96  Great  Towns,  including 
148  Smaller  Towns  • 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  244  ■ own? 


Crude. 

I5'1 

14-0 

14-8 

4 females) 


Standardized. 

14-8 

ifi-9 

14-2 

13-6 

occurred 


piiC  deaths  of  12  residents  (8  males  and 
in  the  Burghill  Asylum,  Herefordshire. 

Sixtv-one  deaths  were  transferred  to  othei  districts.  > 
scven'bclongcrl  to  Herefordshire,  2 to  Worceslersh.re,  . to  Brecon- 
shire,  and  i to  Radnorshire. 
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Thirty-four  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Hereford- 
shire General  Hospital,  23  in  the  Workhouse,  and  3 in  the  town, 
but  uot  in  institutions. 

The  number  of  transfers  is  the  same  as  that  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Seventeen  transferable  deaths  of  residents,  who  died  outside  the 
town,  were  received  from  the  Registrar-General. 

Thirteen  deaths  of  residents  occurred  in  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital,  and  have  been  assigned  to  their  respective  wards 
as  follows  : — Ledbury,  q ; Leominster,  4.  Twenty-seven  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  have  been  assigned  as  follows  : — 
Ledbury,  12 ; Leominster,  10 ; and  Monmouth,  5.  Two  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  have  been  assigned  to 
Leominster  and  Monmouth  Ward  respectively. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  at  different  age  periods  for  the  year 
1915  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 year  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45~G5  °5  & up. 

10-5  4-6  1-9  1-5  10-4  2i*9  49-2 

Of  the  15  deaths  from  1 to  5 years,  9 were  of  males  and  G females  ; 
5 children  died  from  Pneumonia,  3 from  Tuberculosis,  2 from  Dysen- 
tery, the  remaining  5 from  Diphtheria,  Bronchitis,  Marasmus, 
Epilepsy,  and  Congenital  Disease  respectively. 

Of  the  deaths  from  5 to  15  years,  5 were  among  boys  and  1 
among  girls.  The  deaths  were  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever,  Bronchitis, 
Laryngitis,  Acute  Rheumatism,  Epilepsy  and  Osteo-myelitis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  (75  %) 
during  1915  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Heart  Disease  . . 

52 

Cancer 

31 

1 6 

Old  Age 

3i 

Pneumonia 

24 

7'3 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhagc 

23 

Bronchitis 

23 

Tuberculosis 

20 

Nephritis 

1 1 

0*0 

O J) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

8 

Epilepsy 

3 

Atrophy 

4 

1*2 

Convulsions 

4 

Arterio-sclerosis 

4 

Influenza 

4 

Total 

243 

75 

10 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

There  were  two  deaths  during  1915.  of  a male  aged  9 hours 
from  Convulsions,  and  of  a female  aged  1 day  from  Premature  Birth. 

INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  9 Inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  on  the 
deaths  of  residents,  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:— 

Natural  Causes — 

Heart  Failure 
Convulsions 
Epilepsy 
Dysentery 

Accidents  or  Negligence- 

Injuries  . . • • • • 2 

Drowning  ••  ••  1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  iqis,  34  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year,  and 
the  infantile  mortalitv  rate  (proportion  of  deaths  under  one  yeai 
to  1,000  births)  was  80,  compared  with  106  in  1914,  and  an  aveiage 
of  92  for  the  five  years  1910-14- 

The  infantile  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  duiing 


j 

1 

1 

1 


!9T5 


were  as  follows 

England  and  Wales 
qG  Great  Towns,  including  London 
148  Smaller  Towns 
England  and  Wales,  less  the  244  towns 


no 

117 

114 

98 


Of  the  34  deaths,  24  were  of  males  aud  io  of  females  ; 10 
deaths  occurred  in  Ledbury  Ward,  13  in  Leominster  Ward,  and  n 
in  Monmouth. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  (lie  year  5 in  the 
second  quarter  12  in  the  third  quarter,  and  8 in  the  last  quail  1. 
oi "he  34  deaths,  over  one-third  occurred  during  the  first  month, 
and  two-thirds  during  the  first  six  months. 

Thirtv-one  deaths  of  infants  occurred  out  of  423  legitimate 

tile  mortality  rate  of  103  per  1,000  births. 

Particulars  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  are  given  in  Table  I\  . 

(Appenthx)Ua  In  connection  with  ^3  deaths  (three  during  the  a^er 

part  of  19U)  enquiries  were  made  in  uil 
particulars  are  given  m the  table. 
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The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory, but  in  several  instances  there  was  room  for  impioycincnt 
in  regard  to  cleanliness.  I he  majority  of  ihc  houses  contained  no 
larder. 

In  seven  cases  (one-half  of  the  whole)  the  babies  weic  entiielj. 
breast  fed,  although  in  respect  of  notifications  of  births,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  majority  of  the  infants  (80  %)  were  breast-fed. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  artificial  feeding  was  directly  or  in- 
directly the  cause  of  death  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

In  three  cases  the  infant  was  stated  to  have  been  weakly  from 
birth  ',  in  two  cases  the  baby  was  not  breast-fed.  In  tln<  e otlu  i 
instances  the  mother’s  health  was  stated  to  be  poor. 

Nos.  q and  12  were  illegitimate  children  ; the  mother  of  No.  12 
went  out  to  work,  and  the  nursing  was  left  to  others. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Under  the  Act  of  1907,  428  notifications  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  of  these  25  related  to  still  births  of  14  boys  and  11 
girls. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  notification  arc  as  follows 
By  Doctor.  Midwife.  Parent. 

22  393  I8 

Visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  respect  to  the  majority 
of  births.  First  visits  were  made  in  268  cases,  second  visits  in  30, 
third  in  10,  and  fourth  in  4 cases.  Some  of  the  first  visits  wen  in 
regard  to  cases  notified  at  the  lattei  pait  of  1914- 


Particulars  ix  Regard  to  Infant  Feeding. 


The  following  information  was  obtained 


Breast-fed 

No. 

20S 

Percentage 

8o-G 

Breast-fed  and  Bottle-fed 

13 

5‘° 

Cows’  Milk  and  Water 

20  | 

97 

Cows’  Milk  and  Barley  \\  atei  . . 

5 ’ 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

. . o 

*4 

Cows’  Milk  and  Patent  Groats  . . 

I 

Condensed  Milk  and  Patent  Gioats 

I 

Q 

•4 

3-t 

Patent  Foods 

. . O 

The  13  children  who  were  breast  and  bottle-fed  during  the  same 
period  in  10  cases  received  cows’  milk,  in  1 case  cows  milk  and 
barley  water,  in  1 case  patent  groats,  and  in  another  case  oatmeal 

water. 


In  other  eases  the  milk  diet  was  supplemented  by  boiled  bread 
in  2 cases,  bath  biscuits  in  3 eases,  and  bread  and  rusks  in  2 
cases. 

In  10  eases  the  babies  had  been  breast-fed  for  a time,  but  this 
had  been  discontinued  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Under 

2 Months.  2 Months. 

Ill-health  of  mother  . . 3 . . 1 

No  breast  milk  . . . . 2 - 

No  sufficient  reason  . . 4 

In  30  cases  the  babies  were  entirely  hand-fed ; in  18  there 
were  no  sufficient  reasons  given,  and  in  12  cases  the  following 
reasons  were  given  for  non-breast  feeding : — 

No. 

Ill-health  of  mother  . . . . . . 5 

Mflther  went  out  to  work  . . . . 4 

No  breast  milk  . . . . . . 3 

If  artificial  feeding  is  necessary  it  is  most  important  that  a 
properly  shaped  bottle  should  be  used.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a 
bottle  with  a long  indiarubber  tube,  which  cannot  be  properly 
cleaned,  is  still  in  general  use  ; consequently  milk  or  other  food  after 
passing  through  the  long  tube  becomes  contaminated  and  gastro- 
intestinal trouble  often  results.  The  type  of  bottle  was  ascertained 
in  40  cases  and  was  as  follows  : — 

Boat-shaped  bottle  . . . . 24  cases 

Bottle  with  long  indiarubber  tube  . . 12  ,, 

Both  kinds  of  bottle  in  use  . . 4 ,, 

Sanitary  Conditions,  &c. 

Note  was  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  of  any  insanitary  con- 
ditions, overcrowding,  &c.  ; in  3 cases  the  houses  were  very  dirty 
(in  one  case  also  insanitary),  in  5 cases  dirty  and  untidy,  and  iG 
houses  were  only  fairly  clean.  Two  houses  were  overcrowded,  one 
temporarily. 

In  connection  with  9 houses  there  was  no  through  ventilation. 
Two  houses  were  insanitary  ; in  connection  with  one  there  was 
general  dilapidation,  and  in  the  other  general  dilapidation,  defective 
drainage,  and  other  defects. 

The  lighting  of  the  living  room  of  another  house  was  defective, 
and  in  some  of  the  houses  there  was  dampness  of  the  walls. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  city  in  1915,  from  the  various  infectious  diseases. 


compared  with  I lie  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  : — 


City  <>f 
Hereford. 

England 
and  Wales. 

<j8  Great 
Towns. 

148 

Smaller 

Towns. 

England  & 

Wales  less 
the  244 
Towns. 

^mallpox  

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

Scarlet  Fever  

•03 

•06 

•07 

O 

9 

•05 

Diphtheria 

•04 

■TO 

•16 

•15 

•14 

Typhoid  Fever 

•04 

•04 

•04 

•04 

•04 

Measles  

•OO 

'Ll 

•50 

'52 

• O'? 

L)- 

Whooping-cough  . . 

•04 

•21 

• O \ 

*22 

•19 

^Diarrhoea  and  En- 

teritis  (under  2 

years)  

7-09 

18-18 

23-48 

i7-I5 

979 

*Rate  per  1000  births. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  death-rates  for  till  infectious  diseases 
are  much  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  148  smaller 
towns  (of  which  Hereford  is  one),  the  exception  being  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  the  affected  person,  although  a resident,  contracted  the  disease 
outside  the  town. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Sixty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (32  males  and  29  females)  were 
notified  during  1915,  compared  with  55  in  1913  ; 16  of  the  cases 
belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward,  21  to  Leominster  Ward,  and  24  to 
Monmouth  Ward.  There  was  one  death  of  a female  aged  & yeais  . 
the  child  belonged  to  Leominster  Ward. 

The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

1-2  2-5  5-10  10-15  15-25  35~45 

4 15  20  15  6 t 

The  majority  of  cases  (88  per  cent)  occurred  in  child’, en  under 
15  years  ; 59  of  the  cases  (95  per  cent.)  were  removed  to  the  Hospital 
and  there  were  no  ‘ return  cases. 

Eleven  cases  occurred  among  the  boarders  at  a boys  private 
school,  who  slept  in  two  dormitories,  and  secondary  infection 
occurred  before  the  first  cases  were  isolated.  Two  cases  occurred 
amongst  the  staff  of  the  Citv  Isolation  Hospital,  a maid  and  a 
nurse  suffered  from  the  disease.  The  remaining  46  eases  occurred 
in  38  houses  ; in  6 houses  there  were  2 cases,  and  in  1 house  3 

cases. 

In  4 of  the  houses,  where  there  was  a second  case,  the 
infection  of  the  second  case  occurred  before  the  first  case  was 
removed  to  Hospital ; in  the  house  where  3 cases  occuned,  the 
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onset  of  tin'  disease  in  the  third  case  occurred  the  day  alter  the 
disease  developed  in  the  other  two,  and  before  removal  to  Hospital. 
Of  the  remaining  two  houses  in  which  2 cases  occurred,  one  occurred 
17  days  after  the  removal  of  the  first  case  to  Hospital,  and  the 
second  occurred  some  time  after  the  onset  of  the  disease  in  the  first 
case.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  removal  of  the  first  case,  il 
carried  out  promptly,  does  prevent  secondary  infection  in  the  home. 

In  connection  with  the  majority  of  houses  there  was  no  proper 
means  of  isolation.  The.  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on 
the  whole  satisfactory.  At  one  house  the  drainage  system  was 
completely  blocked.  The  interior  of  another  house  was  in  a dirty 
and  dilapidated  condition,  and  the  water  closet  was  defective  and 
insanitary. 

There  was  dampness  of  a bedroom  in  one  house  through  the 
roof  being  defective,  and  in  another  house  the  passage  was  damp 
through  the  absence  of  a damp-proof  course  and  paving. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  the  disease  since  1875  are  given  on 
page  22,  Annual  Report  for  1911. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  19  cases  of  Diphtheria  (8  males  and  11  females) 
were  notified,  compared  with  21  in  1914.  Eight  occurred  in  Ledbury 
Ward,  8 in  Leominster  Ward,  and  3 in  Monmouth  Ward.  There 
was  one  death  cf  a girl  aged  4 years  from  Laryngeal  Diphtheria. 

The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

2-5  3-10  10-15  15-25  25-35  35-45 

3 7 2 2 4 1 

The  majority  of  the  cases  (63  per  cent.)  occurred  below  the  age 
of  15  years.  Thirteen  cases  (68  per  cent)  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  there  were  no  ‘ return  ’ cases. 

One  of  the  patients  was  employed  as  extra  nurse  at  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital,  she  contracted  diphtheria  after  nursing  a 
patient  suffering  from  flic  same  disease. 

The  remaining  18  cases  occurred  in  15  houses.  In  three  houses 
there  were  two  cases.  In  two  houses  the  infection  of  the  second 
case  occurred  before  the  first  case  was  removed  to  Hospital  ; in 
the  third  house  the  infection  of  the  second  case  occurred  within  a 
few  days  of  the  infection  of  the  first  case,  and  both  cases  were 
treated  at  home. 

fhe  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory.  At  one  house,  the  stopper  ol  the  intercepting  trap  of  the 
drain  was  missing,  and  in  consequence  sewer  air  escaped  through 


the  air  inlet  ; the  basin  of  the  water  closet  in  another  house  was 
in  a very  foul  condition. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  notifications  and  deaths  from  Diph- 
theria in  the  City  since  1890  are  given  on  page  37,  Annual  Report 
for  1909. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Thirty  cases  were  notified  (14  males  and  16  females)  com- 
pared with  24  cases  in  1914.  Ten  cases  occurred  in  the  Ledbury 
Ward,  9 in  Leominster  Ward,  and  n in  Monmouth  Ward. 

The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

5-10  10-15  I5_25  25"35  35"45  45~55  55~^5  65-75  75'  ,s5 
114366441 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases  a case  was  reported  from  “ Beecli- 
wood  ” Red  Cross  Hospital,  viz.,  a soldier  aged  20  years,  who 
suffered  from  erysipelas  of  the  foot,  associated  with  a wound 
received  in  action. 

A male  aged  44  years  had  two  attacks  of  erysipelas  during  the 
year.  The  30  cases  occurred  in  30  houses.  The  following  parts 
were  affected  : — 

Face.  Upper  Extremities.  Lower  Extremities. 

17  3 11 

There  was  a history  of  injury  in  3 cases,  and  in  some  of  the 
cases  the  disease  was  attributed  to  chill.  In  one  case  the  disease 
was  associated  with  decayed  teeth. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. At  one  house  the  walls  of  the  rooms  on  the  ground  and 
upper  floors  were  damp  owing  to  the  absence  of  a damp-pioof  couise, 
and  to  defective  condition  of  the  exterior  brickwork;  in  con- 
nection with  another  house  there  was  an  untrapped  rain-watei  pipe 
and  a defective  water-closet. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Two  cases  were  notified  (females  aged  30  and  50  years),  com- 
pared with  three  the  previous  year.  Both  patients  lecoveied  hom 
the  disease. 

In  each  case  the  infection  was  probably  from  an  outside  source. 

A death  occurred  from  Typhoid  Fever  of  a resident  (female, 
22  years)  in  the  Burghill  Asylum. 

At  one  house  the  drainage  system  was  defective;  the  outside 
water  closet  was  dilapidated  and  insanitary,  and  the  soil  pipe  to 
the  water  closet  (inside  tire  house),  was  insufficiently  ventilated. 
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Particulars  in  regard  to  notifications  since  1891  are  given  on 
page  37,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  and  in  regard  to  deaths  since  1875 
on  page  28  of  the  same  Report. 

ZYMOTIC  DIARRHCEA. 

One  death  occurred  on  July  23rd  from  this  disease  of  a girl 
aged  9 months  ; this  infant  belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward. 

Advice  in  regard  to  the  feeding  and  management  of  children 
and  more  generally  as  to  preventing  the  exposure  of  their  food  to 
contamination  from  decomposing  organic  matter,  is  given  by  the 
Health  Visitor,  and  leaflets  are  sent  out  during  the  summer  months 
to  the  occupants  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  which  a birth  has 
occurred  during  the  previous  twelve  months. 


MEASLES. 


No  deaths  occurred  during  1915.  Further  particulars  in. regard 
to  this  disease  and  Whooping  Cough  are  given  in  the  School  Report. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

One  death  occurred  during  1915  of  a boy  aged  2 months  ; the 
disease  was  complicated  by  broncho-pneumonia.  Particulars  in 
regard  to  deaths  from  this  disease  and  measles  since  1875  are  given 
on  page  28,  Annual  Report  for  1909. 


INFLUENZA. 

Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  of  three  males  aged  17, 
56,  and  65  years,  and  one  female  aged  77  years  ; two  of  the  cases 
belonged  to  Leominster  Ward  and  one  each  to  Ledbury  and  Mon- 
mouth Ward.  All  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  ; one  was  complicated  by  Pneumonia. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  59  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  14  of  Diphtheria, 
4 of  Dysentery,  and  1 case  of  Enteric  Fever  were  admitted  to  the 
Hospital.  There  were  no  military  cases. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  a Belgian  refugee,  was  admitted 
from  Ross.  Two  cases  admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever  were  negative, 
the  diseases  being  Chicken-pox  and  German  Measles. 

There  was  one  death  during  the  year,  of  a girl  aged  8 years, 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  on  the  27th  day  after  admission.  This  was  a 
septic  case  complicated  by  rhinorrhoea,  double  storrhoea,  rheu- 
matism, and  abscesses  in  several  joints. 


Eleven  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  from  a 
private  boarding  school  for  boys. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  complications  and  sequela;  are  as 
follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever — 


Nasal  Discharge 
Ear  Discharge  (a)  left 

(b)  right 

(c)  double 

Mastoid  Disease 

Cervical  Adenitis  (convalescent) — 

(a)  one  side 

(b)  both  sides 

Rheumatism 

Phlebitis 

Conjunctivitis 
Dilated  Heart 
Abscesses 
Sores- — 

(a)  Nose 

(b)  Angles  of  mouth  . . 

(c)  Lips 

(d)  Cheek 

(e)  Fingers 
(/)  Foot 

Diphtheria— 

Paralysis  affecting  the  Heart 
,,  of  Palate 
Laryngeal  Disease 
Nasal 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  injection  of  antitoxin  : 

Cases  treated  on  2nd  day  of  disease  . . • • 1 

3>'d  » - ••  ••  4 

„ 

„ - 5th  „ 

6th  „ 

7th  „ 


4 

i 

i 

o 


It  is  most  important  that  antitoxin  should  be  injected  early, 
to  prevent  complications.  One  case  injected  on  the  6th  day  was 
dangerously  ill.  Several  of  the  cases  injected  after  the  qth  day 
were  mild  in  character. 
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Typhoid  Fever. 

The  patient,  a female  aged  go  years,  had  a relapse,  and  the 
illness  was  protracted. 


Dysentery. 

There  were  4 cases  admitted  to  Hospital,  a mother  aged  39 
years  and  3 children  (females  aged  3 months,  19  months  and  8 
years).  The  child  3 months  died  a few  hours  after  admission  to 
Hospital. 

The  family  arrived  from  Bombay  on  May  6th  and  proceeded 
to  Allensmore,  Herefordshire  ; the  mother  developed  the  disease 
on  the  following  day.  The  family  came  to  Hereford  on  May  16th  ; 
the  child  3 months  developed  the  disease  on  May  iSth,  and  the 
other  children,  aged  8 years  and  19  months,  on  May  19th  and  21st. 
The  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  on  May  23rd. 

The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  one  case  by  bacteriological 
examination  carried  out  at  the  County  and  City  Laboratory  : the 
symptoms  were  typical  of  Dysentery.  Infection  probably  occurred 
at  Allensmore  through  drinking  well  water,  which  was  found  (on 
chemical  analysis)  to  be  polluted. 


Administration. 

Miss  Jones  resigned  her  appointment  as  matron  in  June,  and 
Miss  Budinger  was  appointed  matron  temporarily. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  following  arc  particulars  in  regard  to  disinfection  of  rooms 
and  bedding  : — 


Disease. 

Rooms. 

Bedding 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

52 

Diphtheria 

14 

14 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

Phthisis 

17 

8 

Other  diseases  . . 

8 

4 

98 

79 

I he  whole  of  the  rooms  were  disinfected  with  formalin  vapour 
with  the  exception  of  the  Roman  Catholic.  Rooms,  in  Victoria  Street, 
used  as  a Territorial  Hospital,  which  were  fumigated  with  sulphur. 
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Including  those  admitted  in  1914  and  discharged  in 
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The  whole  of  the  bedding  and  the  following  articles  were  dis- 
infected by  steam  : — 

10G  Articles  of  Clothing. 

15  Shawls. 

11  Cushions. 

13  Towels. 

5 Rugs  and  Carpets. 

29  Miscellaneous  Articles. 

In  addition,  the  owners  of  4 houses  were  required  to  scrape 
and  cleanse  the  walls  and  ceilings  under  Section  5 of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1S90,  in  order  to  prevent  the  further 
spread  of  the  disease. 


SMALLPOX. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1908  I referred,  on  pages  46  and  47, 
to  the  cases  which  had  occurred  in  the  City  during  the  previous 
30  years. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  Moore,  clerk  to  the  Guardians,  for 
particulars  in  regard  to  vaccination. 

During  the  year  1914,  446  births  were  registered,  and  130 
infants  were  successfully  vaccinated.  There  were  204  conscientious 
objections,  34  infants  died  unvaccinated,  and  in  22  cases  the 
vaccination  was  postponed  by  medical  certificate. 

It  will  be  seen  that  less  than  one-third  of  the  infants  were 
vaccinated  and  that  conscientious  objections  were  received  in 
respect  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  infants. 

It  is  only  by  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  that  a community 
can  be  protected  against  Smallpox. 


PHTHISIS. 

Fourteen  deaths  of  9 males  and  5 females  occurred  from  this 
disease  during  1915.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  civil  population  was 
.65,  compared  with  1.2  in  1914. 

A death  from  Phthisis  also  occurred  of  a male  aged  44  years, 
a Private  in  the  3rd  Batt.  Herefordshire  Regt.  (T.) 

Although  the  average  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  during 
the  year  1914  was  larger  than  usual,  there  is  a distinct  reduction 
in  the  death-rate  for  1015. 
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The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows 

55  ~^5  65-75  75"85 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

I - - I II 

There  were  7 deaths  in  Ledbury  Ward,  5 in  Leominster  Ward, 
and  2 in  Monmouth  Ward. 

The  deaths  of  a male  and  a female  occurred  in  the  Burghdl 
Asylum,  and  of  a male  and  a female  in  the  Workhouse. 

On  page  4b,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  a table  is  given  showing 
the  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  Phthisis  for  the 
City  and  also  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  since  1876. 

Notifications. 

Seventy  notifications  of  Phthisis  were  received  under  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912.  Twenty-eight 
notifications  were  received  from  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
3 from  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  6 from  the  Work- 
house.  The  notifications  were  in  respect  to  36  males  and  34  females. 


The  ages  in  years  of  the  cases  notified  were  as  fellows  : — 
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culosis  Dispensary  in  the  School  Report. 

It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  cases  occurred  below 
the  age  of  25  years,  and  that  nearly  one-half  occurred  below  the  age 
of  15  years. 

The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows  : — 

Ages  in  years. . 4 3 6 7 8 9 10  11 

Boys  . . — 1 — 3 ^ — ~ 4 

Girls  ..  ..21-232  1 2 

Further  particulars  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  in  children  are 
given  in  the  School  Report. 

Of  the  ]6  males  notified,  5 died  within  the  year,  and  the  period 
after  notification  was  as  follows  6 days  (1),  19  days  (1),  3 weeks 
(2),  a month  (1). 


12  13 
5 

1 2 


1-2  25-35  35-45  45-55 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

I - II  31  21 
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Of  the  34  females  notified  3 died  within  the  year,  and  the 
period  after  notification  was  as  follows  : - 2 days,  5 weeks,  and 
5A  months. 

Duration  of  Illness. — In  a quarter  of  the  cases  the  illness 
had  lasted  under  f>  months,  and  in  one-third  from  6 to  12  months, 
and  in  the  remainder  from  one  to  several  years  (in  one  case  stated 
to  have  lasted  7 years). 

Continued  Working. — Ten  persons  were  at  work  when  the 
enquiry  was  made.  Eight  had  continued  working  for  1 to  6 months, 
four  from  6 to  12  months.  Thirty-one  were  school  children.  In 
13  cases  the  information  was  not  obtained. 

Family  History  of  Phthisis. — There  was  a family  history  in 
about  one-half  the  cases  where  the  information  was  obtained.  This 
is  above  the  average,  which  is  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  cases. 

Source  of  Infection. — In  if>  cases  there  was  a probable 
source  of  infection  as  follows  : — Male,  8 years  of  age,  from  mother  ; 
male,  5 years,  from  mother  ; male,  4 years,  from  father  ; male, 

11  years,  from  brother  ; female,  9 years,  from  sister  ; female,  8 
years,  from  sister  ; female,  10  years,  from  sister  ; female,  13  years, 
from  sister  ; female,  7 years,  from  father  ; females,  17  years  and 

12  years,  and  brother,  7 years  (same  family),  from  sister  ; female, 
51  years,  from  daughter  ; and  males,  13  and  11  years  of  age  (same 
family)  from  mother;  male,  11  years,  from  mother. 

Occupation. 

Males. — In  18  cases  the  information  was  obtained.  Labourers, 
4 (one  employed  on  a farm,  another  in  a timber  yard)  ; clerks,  3 ; 
timber  haulier,  1 ; stonemason,  1 ; draper’s  assistant,  1 ; mechanic, 
1 ; dentist,  1 ; goods  porter,  1 ; carter,  1 ; hawker,  1 ; 3 were 
tramps.  Sixteen  of  the  males  were  schoolboys. 

Females. — In  15  cases  the  information  was  obtained.  Char- 
women, 2 ; cooks,  2 ; domestic  servants,  2 ; barmaid,  1 ; packer 
at  a laundry,  1 ; labeller  at  preserve  works,  1 ; assistant  in  a fried  fish 
shop,  1 ; 5 did  house  work.  There  were  15  school-girls,  and  a child 
aged  4 years  did  not  attend  school. 

Four  of  the  males  were  privates  in  territorial  regiments  (3  in 
Herefordshire  Regt.)  at  the  time  of  notification,  and  the  previous 
occupation  before  joining  the  army  is  given  above  and  was  as 
follows: — Hawker  (44),  goods  porter  (24),  farm  labourer  (24),  and 
clerk  (36).  The  first  tl  iree  belonged  to  the  City  ; the  figures  in 
brackets  are  the  ages. 

Previous  Illness. — Influenza  had  immediately  preceded  the 
onset  of  the  disease  in  the  case  of  a male  aged  40  years.  Other 
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illnesses  immediately  preceding  the  onset  were  as  follows  : — Gastritis, 
female  aged  21  years  ; Whooping  Cough,  female  aged  9 years  ; 
and  Anaemia,  female  aged  23  years.  A male,  50  years,  had  suffered 
from  Asthma  for  some  years,  and  three  males,  aged  10,  12  and  19 
years,  had  suffered  from  Bronchitis  for  some  years. 

Two  males,  aged  25  and  43  years,  had  been  exposed  to  wet  in 
the  course  of  their  occupation  as  labourer  and  carter  respectively, 
and  two  males,  aged  24  and  44  years,  were  exposed  during  military 
service.  In  the  case  of  two  males,  aged  22  and  28  years,  a chill 
preceded  the  onset  of  Phthisis 

In  the  following  cases,  although  the  illness  referred  to  had  not 
immediately  preceded  the  onset  of  Phthisis,  it  was  stated  that  the 
patient  had  been  weakly  after  the  previous  disease  (the  interval 
preceding  the  onset  of  Phthisis  is  given  in  brackets)  : — Pneumonia 
(2  years),  female  8 years  ; Pneumonia  (il  years),  male  n ; Broncho- 
pneumonia (il  years),  female  4 ; Pleurisy  (6  months),  female  45  , 
Influenza  (1  year),  male  21  ; Whooping  Cough  (i.l  years),  female  7 ; 
Measles  (4.I  years),  female  9 ; Gastric  Ulcer  (5.V  years),  male  31  ; 
Whooping  Cough,  Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  (2  years),  female  10. 

In  15  cases  the  information  regarding  previous  illness  was  not 
obtained. 

Three  males  aged  5,  7 and  9 years,  and  one  female  7 years, 
were  stated  to  have  been  weakly  from  biith. 


Social  Habits. 

Males. — Of  31  cases  where  the  information  was  obtained,  7 
were  total  abstainers,  7 were  said  to  be  temperate,  and  1 was  in- 
temperate. Sixteen  were  children. 

Females  — Of  28  cases  where  the  information  was  obtained, 
4 were  total 'abstainers,  and  9 were  said  to  be  temperate.  Fifteen 
were  children. 


Previous  Residence. 

In  the  case  of  3 males,  the  disease  had  commenced  in  other 
houses  in  the  City,  viz.,  West  Street  (2),  and  Richmond  Street; 
in  the  case  of  2 females,  Richmond  Street  and  Barton  Road. 

A male  had  contracted  the  disease  in  Birmingham  and  three  in 
Herefordshire  (outside  the  City),  at  Harden,  Ross  and  H lington. 
Two  other  males  developed  the  disease,  at  Fownhope  and  Withmgton 
and  were  admitted  to  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  and 
Workhouse  respectively.  Three  other  males  admitted  to  the  \\  ork- 
house  belonged  to  the  vagrant  class. 
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Two  females  had  contracted  the  disease  in  Herefordshire,  at 
Ledbury  and  Burghill  : and  two  at  Northampton  and  Llandrindod 
Wells  respectively.  A female  admitted  to  the  Workhouse  belonged 
to  the  vagrant  class. 


Sanitary  Condition  and  Particulars  of  the  Houses  Visited. 

In  connection  with  two  houses  there  was  no  proper  through 
ventilation.  In  io  houses  the  living  room  and  in  3 houses  the 
bedroom  occupied  by  the  patient  was  damp. 

In  connection  with  two  houses  there  was  general  dilapidation. 
One  house  was  also  very  damp,  and  was  represented  to  the  Housing 
Committee  as  unfit  for  habitation  ; the  family,  of  which  several 
members  were  consumptive  have  now  left  the  house,  and  it  has  since 
been  made  fit. 

In  another  house  the  floor  of  the  kitchen  was  unsatisfactory 
and  the  washhouse  dilapidated.  At  one  house,  the  third  bedroom 
could  not  be  used  on  account  of  a subsidence  in  one  wall,  and  the 
upper  part  of  the  windows  in  another  house  could  not  be  opened 
at  the  top. 

The  drainage  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  at  two  houses 
the  drainage  was  defective,  and  at  a third  house  there  was  a defective 
water  closet. 

There  was  a nuisance  arising  at  a house  on  account  of  an 
accumulation  of  manure  in  the  vicinity. 

Of  52  houses  where  the  information  was  obtained,  in  2 houses 
there  was  one  bedroom,  in  19  houses  2 bedrooms,  in  20  houses  3 
bedrooms,  in  6 houses  4 bedrooms,  and  in  1 house  5 bedrooms. 

In  one  house  there  were  3 cases,  in  6 houses  2 cases,  in  48  houses 
48  cases.  One  case  (belonging  to  Fownhope)  was  notified  from  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 

Four  males  and  2 females  were  inmates  of  the  Workhouse. 

The  number  of  occupants,  including  the  consumptive,  in  51 
houses,  was  as  follows  : — In  2 houses  1 person,  3 persons  in  iS  houses, 
4 in  9,  5 in  11,  6 in  8,  7 in  2 houses,  and  9 in  one  house.  The  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  was  4.3. 

In  the  following  cases  the  accommodation  was  insufficient. 

Two  boys  and  3 girls  suffered  from  the  disease  and  lived  in  5 
houses  containing  2 bedrooms.  The  number  of  occupants,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  consumptive,  was  as  follows  : — 1 adult  and  3 children  ; 
2 adults  and  3 children  ; 2 adults  and  4 children  ; 3 adults  and  2 
children  ; 2 adults  and  4 children. 
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In  the  ease  of  4 adults  (1  male,  3 females)  affected  with  the 
disease,  the  number  of  other  occupants  was  as  follows  : — 5 children, 

1 adult  and  5 chddren,  4 adults  and  1 child,  1 adult  and  5 children. 

In  houses  containing  3 bedrooms,  the  number  of  occupants, 
besides  th  ■ consumptive,  was  as  follows  : — 2 adults  and  6 children  ; 

2 adults  and  5 children  (the  3 patients  were  children)  ; 5 adults 
and  1 child. 

The  following  were  the  rents  of  61  houses  : — 

Rents  in  shillings 

per  week  . . 3-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-8  8-9  9-10  10-11  15-16 

No.  ..  ..9  10  22  651  2 5 1 

Rates  are  usually  inclusive  in  houses  at  a rental  under  6s.  6d. 
a week ; in  3 of  the  houses  at  5 to  6 shillings,  and  2 at  6s.  id.  a week, 
tin  rates  were  exclusive.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  the 
houses  were  under  6s.  a week. 

Precautions  Taken. 

1.  At  Home. — In  17  houses  a separate  bedroom,  and  in  one 
house  the  living  room,  were  used  by  the  consumptive,  and  in  14 
other  cases,  although  a separate  bedroom  was  not  available,  a 
separate  bed  was  used ; in  regard  to  21  cases  there  was  no  isolation. 
Information  was  obtained  in  62  cases.  Six  persons  resided  in  the 
Workhouse,  these  are  not  included  in  the  above  particulars. 

In  regard  to  disposal  of  sputum,  this  was  received  into  a vessel 
without  disinfectant  in  8 cases,  and  into  a special  spit  bottle  in  9 
cases. 


In  12  cases  tire  sputum  was  on  to  paper  and  rags  and  burnt, 
in  2 cases  direct  to  th-  fire,  and  in  16  cases  (mostly  children) , there 
was  said  to  be  very  little  expectoration. 

2.  At  Work. — In  some  cases  rags  were  used  and  afterwards 
burnt,  and  in  other  cases  a spit  bottle  was  used. 

Disinfection. — After  death  17  rooms  and  8 lots  of  bedding 
were  disinfected. 

OTHER  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

Six  deaths  occurred  during  1915  from  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
other  than  Phthisis,  of  4 males  and  2 females.  I he  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  was  -28,  compared  with  -21  in  1914. 


27 


The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — - 

O-I  1-2  2-5  25-35  55-65 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

- I 1-0  1-0  I II 

There  were  2 deaths  in  Ledbury  Ward,  3 in  Leominster  Ward, 
and  1 in  Mon  month  Ward. 

Notifications. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912, 

8 notifications  were  received  (4  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital,  4 from  private  practitioners)  in  respect  to  4 males  and 
4 females. 

The  ages  of  the  notified  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

Males,  2,  10,  18  and  20  years. 

Females,  5 months,  6,  17  and  28  years. 

The  parts  affected  were  as  follows  : — 

Glands  of  Neck. 

(a)  Both  sides.  Males,  aged  18  and  20  years. 

Female,  aged  6 years. 

(b)  One  side.  Females,  aged  17  and  28  years. 

Intestines.  Male,  aged  10  years. 

Female,  aged  5 months. 

Meninges.  Male,  aged  2 years. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  glands  of  the 
neck  were  affected. 

Full  enquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  5 cases  ; one  of 
the  remaining  cases,  a girl,  aged  6 years,  resided  in  an  institution. 

Of  the  8 cases,  a boy  aged  2 years  died  from  Meningitis  on  the 
same  day  as  the  case  was  notified. 

Duration  of  Illness.— In  two  cases  the  disease  had  lasted 
a few  months,  in  one  case  4 months,  one  case  8 months,  one  case 

9 months,  and  another  case  for  some  months. 

Hereditary  Predisposition. — In  one  case  the  father  hail 
died  from  Phthisis,  and  in  another  case  an  uncle  and  aunt  (mother’s 
side)  had  died  from  Phthisis  and  an  aunt  on  the  mother’s  side  was 
suffering  from  the  disease  at  the  time  of  enquiry.  Information 
was  obtained  in  5 cases. 

Previous  Illness,  &c. — A girl  aged  G years,  delicate  from 
birth,  was  brought  up  in  bad  surroundings,  and  eventually  removed 
to  an  institution  for  children. 
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A male,  aged  20  years,  was  a Private  in  the  Herefordshire  (T.) 
Rogt.  ; he  had  been  exposed  during  1914  and  1915  to  wet  and  damp 
on  tli*  East  Coast  of  England  and  had  suffered  from  the  effect  of 
chills.  His  previous  occupation  was  a ccllarman  in  a cider  manu- 
factory ; he  was  said  to  be  a total  abstainer. 

Social  Habits. — Of  3 adults,  2 males  and  a female,  all  three 
were  total  abstainers. 

Occupation. — The  following  occupations  were  followed: — 

Males. — Baker  and  ccllarman. 

On«^  male  was  a school  boy  and  the  other  a child  aged  2 yeai>. 

Females. — Two  adults  were  domestic  servants. 

One  female  was  a school  girl  and  the  other  an  infant  aged  5 
months. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Houses,  &c. — In  1 house  there 
was  1 bedroom,  in  3 houses  2 bedrooms,  in  2 houses  3 bedrooms  ; 
1 house  contained  a cellar  and  4 a scullery.  A domestic  servant 
lived  in  a large  house,  and  the  other  case  was  in  an  institution. 

TI11  number  of  occupants,  including  the  person  affected  with 
Tuberculosis,  was  as  follows  :— In  1 house  4 persons,  in  1 house 
6 persons,  in  1 house  7 persons,  and  in  2 houses  3 persons.  1 here 
was  no  overcrowding.  One  house  was  very  damp  and  insanitary 
and  was  cond  *mned  as  unfit  foi  habitation. 

The  rents,  including  rates,  of  6 houses  was  as  follows:— 
}s.  6,1.  (2),  4s.  pd.,  5s.  (2),  and  3s.  qd. 

Previous  Residence.- — A female  had  previously  been  a 
domestic  servant  in  another  house*  in  the  town. 


Control  over  Tuberculosis. 


\ftcr  receipt  of  a notification,  a visit  is  made  to  the  house  in 
the  majority  of  cases  by  mvself,  the  conditions  investigated,  and 
instructions' given  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  Subsequent  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  \ lMtm  as 

follows  : — 


(a)  PlPlusis — 16  cases,  1 visit;  in  14  cases, 
cases  ) visits  ; in  1 case  4 visits  ; in 


visits  ; in 
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In  addition  157  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
notified  previous  to  1915,  as  follows  :— in  12  cases  1 visit  ; 
cases  2 visits  ; in  26  cases  3 visits  ; in  1 case  4 visits  ; 111 
7 visits.  Total  visits,  221. 


cases 
in  28 
1 case 
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(b)  Tuberculosis.  Sixteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
cases  notified  previous  to  1915  as  follows  : — in  6 cases  1 visit  ; in 
2 cases  2 visits  ; in  2 cases  3 visits. 

There  are  at  present,  according  to  notifications  received  up  to 
the  end  of  1915,  and  excluding  deaths  from  the  disease,  135  persons 
(69  males,  66  females)  affected  with  Phthisis  residing  in  the  Pity. 

During  the  year,  4 cases  of  Consumption  were  treated  at 
Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium,  Gloucestershire  ; these  were  sent  by 
the  Herefordshire  National  Insurance  Committee. 

The  Herefordshire  County  Council  has  recently  acquired  12 
beds  for  consumptives  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium,  Worcestershire, 
and  2 residents  of  the  City  have  been  sent  there.  These  beds  are 
available  both  for  persons  coming  under  the  National  Insurance 
Act  and  also  for  non-insured  persons,  including  children. 

During  the  year  Si  new  cases  (males  44,  females  37)  and  54 
old  cases  (males  30,  females  24),  belonging  to  the  City,  have  attended 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  advice  and  treatment. 

During  the  year  4 families,  containing  8 persons  affected  with 
Phthisis  (1  family  3 persons,  2 families  2 persons,  1 family  1 person) 
were  accommodated  in  the  new  Corporation  Houses. 

One  family  with  2 cases  moved  from  a cottage  in  Eign  Street, 
which  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  only  contained 
2 bedrooms  ; another  family  with  1 case  moved  from  a house  in 
Gaol  Street  with  2 bedrooms. 

The  two  remaining  families  had  moved  from  houses  with 
similar  accommodation  ; in  one  house  the  husband  had  died  from 
Phthisis  and  it  was  necessary  to  move  into  a house  with  a lower 
rent,  but  with  3 bedrooms. 

1 he  erection  of  the  62  houses  by  the  Town  Council  has  caused 
a moving  up  which  will  indirectly  have  a beneficial  effect  in  diminish- 
ing overcrowding,  and  will  allow  some  of  the  poorest  inhabitants 
to  move  into  better  houses.  Further  particulars  in  regard  to 
Housing  are  given  in  another  part  of  the  Report. 

It  would  appear  that  the  progressive  Housing  policy  adopted 
in  the  past  has  had  a distinct  effect  in  reducing  the  incidence  of 
Phthisis:  this  year  the  Phthisis  death-rate  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  for  the  City. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1914,  page  36,  I drew  attention  to 
the  importance  of  fresh  air  and  food. 
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Intemperance  is  an  important  factor  in  the  causation  of  the 
disease,  and  even  where  there  is  no  intemperance,  money  which  is 
needed  to  provide  a sufficient  amount  of  nourishing  food  for  the 
family  is  sometimes  expended  on  alcohol. 

Tuberculosis  in  Cows. 

On  pages  73-77,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  and  on  page  34, 
Report  for  1910,  an  account  was  given  of  the  methods  adopted  in 
this  country  and  on  the  continent  in  connection  with  the  eradication 
of  Tuberculosis  in  cows.  An  account  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of 
1913  was  given  on  page  3G,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

A new  Tuberculosis  Order  came  into  force  in  July,  1914,  but  was 
suspended  in  August  of  the  same  year. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
2 male  infants  aged  4 and  15  days,  and  a female  aged  5 days. 

I visited  each  case  and  ascertained  that  treatment  was  being 
carried  out.  In  each  case  the  condition  was  cured. 

One  case  was  notified  by  a medical  practitioner,  one  by  a mid- 
wife and  one  by  both  a medical  practitioner  and  a nurse. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  these  diseases 
during  the  year. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  specimens  examined  at  the  County  and  City  Laboratory  during 
the  year : — 


Throat  Swabs 

for  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

For  Diagnosis 

2 

'18 

20 

For  Disinfection 

16 

3i 

47 

Contacts  for  Diagnosis 

0 

18 

18 

Total 

18 

O'.  1 

0 1 

1 r00  ' 

1 Ui  1 

Sputum  for 

Tubercle  1 

Bacilli. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

5 

OO 

37 

3i 


Blood  for  Widal  Reaction. 

Five  specimens  of  blood  were  examined,  in  2 cases  there  was 
partial  clumping,  and  in  3 cases  no  clumping. 

General  Remarks. — The  swabs  for  disinfection  were  taken  to 
find  out  whether  the  patient  was  free  from  infection,  in  order  that 
the  room  and  bedding  could  be  disinfected  in  home  cases,  and  in 
order  that  the  patient  might  be  discharged  from  Hospital.  No 
Diphtheria  patient  was  discharged  from  Hospital  until  two  swabs 
taken  at  intervals  of  a week  were  negative,  altogether  44  swabs 
were  taken  for  this  purpose. 

Water  Analysis. 

During  the  year  9 samples  of  the  City  water  were  taken  from 
the  main  supply,  and  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  County  and 
City  Laboratory.  The  average  number  of  organisms  which  grew 
on  agar,  after  48  hours  incubation  at  37°C.  was  7 (highest  number 
20,  lowest,  o),  and  the  average  number  (out  of  7 samples)  which 
grew  on  gelatine  was  13  (highest,  50,  lowest  o).  In  one  case  there 
was  liquefaction  of  the  gelatine,  and  in  the  other  sample  (taken  in 
June),  organisms  which  grew  on  gelatine  were  numerous. 

In  7 out  of  the  9 samples  the  bacilli  coli  and  streptococci  were 
absent  from  100  c.c.  and  in  the  2 remaining  samples,  bacillus  coli 
was  present  in  100  c.c. ; one  of  the  samples  was  taken  in  June. 

The  results  were  uniformly  satisfactory.  During  the  summer 
months,  on  account  of  a growth  of  green  algae  on  the  surface  of  the 
beds,  there  is  sometimes  interference  with  the  nitration;  on  this 
account  for  a few  months  it  is  necessary  to  skim  the  beds  at  fre- 
quent intervals  if  necessary. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Four  analyses  of  samples  of  well  water  were  carried  out  at 
the  County  and  City  Laboratory.  In  one  case  the  analysis  showed 
that  the  water  was  not  sufficiently  pure  for  drinking;  notice  was 
sent  to  the  owner  to  have  the  well  cleaned  out,  and  another  sample 
will  be  taken  later. 


CANCER. 

There  were  altogether  31  deaths  from  the  disease  of  13  males 
and  18  females  ; equal  to  a rate  of  1-4  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Twelve  deaths  occurred  in  Ledbury  Ward,  10  in  Leominster  Ward, 
and  9 in  Monmouth.  The  ages  at  death  are  given  in  Table  A 
(Appendix),  one  out  of  every  8 deaths  at  the  age  of  35  years  and 
over  is  due  to  cancer. 
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The  parts  affected  were  as  follows : — 


Part. 

.1  / ales 

Females. 

Total. 

Breast . . 

— 

9 

1 

k) 

Skin 

- 

1 

I 

Larynx 

1 

- 

1 

Oesophagus  . . 

2 

2 

Stomach 

*) 

4 

7 

Liver  . . 

1 

1 

? 

Gall  Bladder  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Stomach  and  Colon  . . 

1 

1 

Pancreas 

i 

1 

Rectum 

5 

1 

6 

Uterus 

■> 

O 

J 

Genito-urinarv 

1 

2 

o 

O 

13 

18 

3i 

Further  reference  to  the  disease  is  made  on  pages  42  and  44, 
Annual  Report  for  1911,  and  page  39,  Annual  Report  for  1913  ; in 
the  latter  report  an  account  was  given  of  the  predisposing  causes 
of  the  disease. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASE. 

During  1915  there  were  24  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (Broncho- 
pneumonia 8,  Lobar  Pneumonia  16).  There  were  22  deaths  from 
Bronchitis,  7 deaths  from  Asthma,  and  1 death  from  Catarrhal 
Laryngitis. 

Further  reference  to  the  disease  is  made  on  page  43,  Annual 
Report  for  1911. 

ALCOHOLISM. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Alcoholism,  but  three  deaths  occurred 
from  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver.  The  deaths  were  of  2 males  aged  62 
and  88  years,  and  of  a female  aged  59  years. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart,  Kidneys  and  other  organs  are  in  a 
distinct  number  of  cases  caused  through  over-indulgence  in  alcohol  ; 
intemperance  is  also  known  to  be  a predisposing  cause  of  Phthisis 
and  Pneumonia. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 

Ill-  art  Disease. — Fifty  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  of 
22  males  and  28  females.  The  age  periods  are  given  in  Table  A 
(Appendix).  Twenty-two  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  period  65-75 
years,  and  14  at  ages  of  75  years  and  upwards. 
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Old  Age. — Of  the  31  deaths  which  occurred  from  this  cause, 
there  were  18  between  the  ages  of  75  and  85  years,  and  9 at  the  ages 
of  85  years  and  upwards.  A female  reached  the  age  of  90  years. 

Venereal  Diseases. — There  were  no  deaths  from  Syphilis. 
Three  males  aged  37,  and  53  (2),  died  in  the  Burghill  Asylum  from 
General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  registered  Common  Lodging-house  in  the 
City,  7,  Little  Berrington  Street,  with  accommodation  for  16  males. 
These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 


HOUSING. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  action  taken  during 
1915  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  N'c.,  Act,  1909  : — 


No.  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
inspected 
under  and 
for  the 
purposes  of 
Section  17. 

No.  con- 
sidered to  be 
in  a state  so 
dangerous 
or  in  jurious 
to  health  as 
to  be  unfit 
for  human 
habitation. 

No.  of 
representa- 
tions made 
to  the  Local 
Authority 
with  a view 
to  Closing 
Orders  being 
made. 

No.  of 
Closing 
Orders 
made. 

No.  of 

Dwelling- 
houses  the 
defects  in 
which  were 
remedied 
without  the 
making 
of  Closing 
Orders. 

No.  of 

Dwelling- 
houses 
which,  after 
the  making 
of  Closing 
Orders,  were 
put  in  a 
fit  state  for 
human 
habitation. 

No.  of 

Demoli- 

tion 

Orders 

made. 

117 

5 

5 

I (a) 

3 

0 

0 

SECTION  1 5 (3). 

No  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
Demolished. 

No.  of 
Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  end  of 
1914. 

No.  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  in 
respect  of 
which  Notices 
were  given 
during  1915. 

No.  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  made 
in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit 
for  human 
habitation 
during  1915. 

No.  of 
Notices  not 
complied 
with  at  the 
end  of 

1915- 

Houses  at 
which 
renovations 
were  in 
progress  at 
end  of  1915. 

7 (b) 

12 

24 

33 

O 

2 

(a)  This  house  was  represented  in  191 1. 

(b)  l our  were  under  Demolition  Orders  made  during  1914,  and  three  were 
demolished  voluntarily,  having  been  disused  for  many  years. 
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Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

I nclei  Ai  tide  1 (3)  of  the  above  Regulations,  during  the  year 
bj  dwelling-houses  were  added  to  the  list  of  dwelling-houses,  the 
early  inspection  of  which  was  desirable,  and  80  were  inspected. 

I he  following  is  the  action  taken  in  respect  to  the  no  dwelling- 
houses  inspected  : — 

1.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  written  or  verbal  details 

of  the  necessary  works  were  given  to  the  owners  . . 03 

2.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  no  action  was  necessary  . . 5 

3.  Houses  at  which  the  necessary  works  were  in  progress 

at  the  time  of  inspection  . . . . ....  5 

4-  Houses  in  respect  of  which  action  was  suspended  on 

account  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  occupiers  . . z 

5.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 

consideration  of  making  Closing  Order  postponed  on 
account  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  occupier  . . 1 

6.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 

defects  remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders 3 

7-  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 

and  closed  by  Justices  under  the  Licensing  Act  . . 1 

During  the  year  a thorough  inspection  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  Protheroe  of  117  houses,  inclusive  of  several  large  residences, 
and  this  necessitated  the  serving  of  138  notices  to  remedy  defects 
or  insanitary  conditions. 


1 he  following  are  particulars  of  the  defects  found  : — 
Insufficient  ventilation  or  lighting 

Damp  walls  or  floors  through  absence  of  damp  courses, 
defective  roofs  or  spouting,  or  weatherside  walls 
Dirty  and  dilapidated  condition  of  interior  of  houses 
Absence  of  pantries 
Dark  and  unventilated  pantries 
Dilapidated  outbuildings 
Defective  roofs  and  spouting 
Obstructed,  defective  or  insufficient  drainage 
Defective  or  absence  of  paving 
Insanitary  or  absence  of  sinks 
Defective  or  insanitary  water-closets  and  privies 
Insufficient  water-closet  accommodation 
Accumulations  of  refuse  and  insanitary  ashpits 
Dangerous  disused  well 


23 


21 

56 

13 

0 

id 

3° 
21 
16 
1 1 
29 

1 
8 
1 
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Accommodation  and  Persons. — The  following  table-  shows 
the  number  of  houses  inspected,  together  with  their  description, 
number  of  rooms  and  inmates  : — 


description. 

Inmates 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Through 

Ventila- 

tion. 

Partly 

through 

Ventila- 

tion. 

No 

through 

Ventila- 

tion. 

Back 

to 

back . 

Houses 

void. 

Rooms. 

Over 

14 

Under 

14. 

Total. 

9 

9 

. . 

. . 

4 

2 

8 

3 

II 

30 

27 

I 

2 

9 

3 

46 

50 

96 

29 

29 

4 

t 

58 

.,8 

106 

29 

26 

2 

1 

7 

5 

57 

57 

114 

8 

8 

6 

24 

9 

33 

4 

4 

I 

7 

8 

3 

I I 

5 

5 

8 

& over 

20 

3 

114 

108 

2 

2 

n 

25 

221 

173 

394 

In  addition  to  the  above,  three  houses  containing  15  bed-sitting 
rooms,  and  occupied  by  18  adults  and  one  child  were  inspected. 


Lighting  and  Ventilation. — In  one-sixth  of  the  houses  there 
was  insufficient  light  or  ventilation.  In  connection  with  4 houses 
there  was  no  through  ventilation  ; 2 of  these  houses  were  back  to 
back.  In  2 other  houses  the  ventilation  was  only  partial. 

Accommodation. — Eight  per  cent,  of  the  houses  contained 
one  bedroom  ; 5 per  cent,  two  bedrooms  ; 25  per  cent,  three  bed- 
rooms, and  the  remainder  four  bedrooms  and  over. 

Number  of  Inmates. — Of  the  114  houses,  in  those  containing 
one  bedroom  the  average  number  of  persons  was  less  than  2 per 
house.  Of  the  houses  containing  two  bedrooms  the  average  number 
of  persons  was  3.4;  in  connection  with  houses  with  3 bedrooms 
3.9  per  house  ; and  with  4 bedrooms  and  over  4 per  house. 

1 here  was  overcrowding  in  2 houses.  One  house  with  2 bed- 
rooms contained  2 adults  and  9 children  and  another  house  with 
2 bedrooms  3 adults  and  6 children. 

Rents  of  Houses. — I here  were  2 almshouses,  1 house  rent 
free,  and  3 houses  let  at  a rental  of  15s.  a week  and  over.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  the  remaining  houses  : — 


Rents  in  shillings 


per  week 
*One-roomed 

1-2 

- 3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-6 

6-7 

7-8 

9-10 

H-12 13-14 

houses 

7 

8 

_ 

___ 





_ 

_ 

Two  ,,  „ 

4 

y 





, __ 

Three  ,,  ,, 

- 

7 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Four  ,,  ,, 

Five  ,,  ,, 

Six  „ „ 

— 

- 

11 

L5 

U> 

- 

- 

- 

— 

> 

J 

5 

9 

7 

4 

2 

1 

— 

2 

i 

Seven  ,, 

— 

— 

. 





1 

2 

1 — 

Tight  ,,  „ 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

7 

22 

38 

27 

*4 

4 

1 

4 

2 1 

* 15  bed-living  rooms  in  3 houses. 

I he  lents  of  78  per  cent,  were  under  5s.  a week,  and  90  per  cent, 
were  under  6s.  a week. 


Dirty  and  Dilapidated.— Nearly  half  the  houses  were  in  a 
dirty  and  dilapidated  condition  ; this  latter  includes  defective 
plaster,  brickwork  or  woodwork. 

Dampness.— Eighteen  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  damp; 
dampness  is  injurious  to  health. 

Other  Defects. — -The  drainage  was  defective  in  18  per  cent, 
of  the  houses,  and  in  24  per  cent,  the  sanitarv  conveniences  were 
defective  or  insanitary.  In  very  few  houses  are  suitable  receptacles 
provided  for  refuse. 

Larders. — These  were  absent  in  the  majority  of  the  houses; 
where  it  was  possible  to  provide  a larder,  notices  were  served  and 
complied  with. 


Laths.  It  is  the  exception  to  find  a bath  in  a working-class 
house.  I his  matter  was  referred  to  on  pages  46  and  86,  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 


ADEQUACY  OF  HOUSES,  OVERCROWDING,  &c. 

these  matters  were  fully  discussed  in  pages  45  to  49  inclusive 
of  the  Annual  Report  for  1914. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  erection  of  62  houses  by  the 
I own  Council,  and  also  the  16  houses  erected  by  the  Hereford 
I )wcllings  ( 0.,  Ltd.,  have  had  a good  effect  either  directly  or  indirectly 
in  relieving  overcrowding. 

I have  obtained  particulars  from  the  City  Collector,  in  regard 
to  the  persons  who  are  now  tenants  of  the  62  Corporation  houses. 
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1'hc  following  are  Ihc  rents  of  the  houses  vacated  bv  Iho  tenants 
«>f  the  new  Corporation  houses  : 

Twelve  houses  at  5s.  per  week. 

Rents  of  houses 


vacated 

Number 


4s.  to  5s. 
•1 


5 s- 
1 


over  5s. 
3 


One  family  previously  lived  in  apartments,  and  another  family 
came  from  Manchester. 

Twenty-four  houses  at  5s.  3d.  per  week. 

Rents  of  houses 

vacated  . . 3s.  to  4s.  4s.  to  5s.  5s.  5s.  3d.  over  5s.  3d. 

Number  8 5 1 7 

One  family  lived  in  apartments.  fOnc  family  removed  from 
Belmont. 

Eight  houses  at  6s.  per  week. 

Rents  of  houses  3s.  to  4s.  4s.  to  ss.  over  ss. 

Number  . . 1 2 2 

Three  families  were  in  apartments. 

Fourteen  houses  at  6s.  3d.  per  week. 

Rents  of  houses 

vacated  . . 4s.  to  5s-  5s.  to  6s.  6s.  over  6s. 

Number  . . 2 4 3 3 

One  family  came  from  Abergavenny,  and  another  family  from 
Gloucester. 

Two  at  6s.  6d.  per  week.  Both  families  were  in  apartments. 
Two  at  8s.  per  week. 

One  family  removed  from  a house  at  3s.  6d.,  the  other 
family  from  a house  with  a rental  of  over  8s. 

Of  the  62  families,  35  (over  one  half)  removed  into  the  Corpora- 
tion cottages  from  houses  at  a lower  rent,  and  four  from  houses 
at  the  same*  rent. 

three  widows  with  families  removed  from  houses  at  a higher 

rent. 

Excluding  the  families  which  were  in  apartments,  15  removed 
from  Ledbury  Ward,  26  from  Leominster  Ward  and  10  from  Mon- 
mouth Ward. 

In  the  62  ( orporation  houses  there  was  an  average  of  2 adults 
and  3 children.  I here  were  2 families  containing  6 children,  3 
containing  3 children,  and  7 families  containing  4 children. 
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A new  form  of  application,  to  be  filled  in  by  applicants  for 
< oiporation  dwellings,  was  approved  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

1 his  form  contains  the  occupation  of  the  applicant,  wages  earned  by 
himself  and  family,  rent  of  house  he  has  vacated,  and  the  number  of 
adults  and  children  in  the  family  with  the  ages  of  the  children.  A 
similar  form  hid  been  in  use  in  connection  with  the  St.  Owen’s 
Gate  dwellings,  but  no  particulars  were  obtained  in  regard  to  wages 
earned  by  the  family  or  rent  of  previous  residence. 

Although  no  income  limit  for  applicants  was  fixed  by  the 
1 loafing  Committee,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  only  persons 
whose  income  would  not  permit  of  their  paying  a higher  rent  should 
be  allowed  to  occupy  the  houses,  and  it  \vas  particularly  desired 
that  preference  should  be  given  to  families  with  children. 


NEW  HOUSES. 

I he  number  of  houses  built  in  each  Ward  during  iqis  was  as 
follows 

Ledbury  II  ard.  Leominster  Ward.  Monmouth  Ward. 

21  59  6 

Of  the  21  houses  built  in  Ledbury  Ward,  20  are  Corporation 
houses,  erected  on  the  Eign  Mill  and  Crozen  sites.  The  other  house 
is  let  at  £25  a year  and  rates. 

Leominster  Ward. — Forty-two  are  Corporation  houses, 
erected  on  the  Mostyn  Street,  Edgar  .Street,  and  Canon  Moor  Street 
sites. 

Light  of  the  houses  are  in  Bewell  Street,  and  were  erected  by 
the  Hereford  Dwellings  Co.,  Ltd.,  on  land  consisting  of  two  plots  of 
41S  and  332  square  yards,  belonging  to  the  Corporation  (see  Bewell 
Street  scheme,  page  70,  Annual  Report  for  1908),  and  are  let  at  4s. 
a week,  inclusive  of  rates  and  electric  light. 

There  arc  altogether  16  flats,  comprised  in  two  blocks  of  8 
each  ; there  arc  8 flats  on  the  ground  floor  and  8 on  the  first 
floor. 

The  roofs  of  the  buildings  are  of  Broseley  tiles,  and  a portion 
of  the  gable  is  covered  with  rough  cast. 

Eight  of  the  living  rooms  measure  13'  6"  x 11'  6",  and  the 
bedrooms  12'  x 11'  6",  and  the  remaining  8 living  rooms  measure 
11'  G"  x 11'  G"  and  the  corresponding  bedrooms  11'  6"  x 11'. 

There  is  a common  yard  at  the  back  of  each  block,  a wash-house 
for  each  4 flats,  and  a w.c.  for  every  2 flats. 
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Of  the  9 remaining  houses,  7 on  the  Pcngrove  Estate  arc  let 
at  yearly  rentals  of  £18  to  £25  and  rates,  and  2 at  yearly  rentals  of 
£25  and  rates. 

Of  the  six  houses  erected  in  Monmouth  Ward,  one  is  let  at 
a yearly  rental  of  £26  and  rates,  3 at  £25  rental  and  rates,  and  2 at 
yearly  rentals  of  £28  and  rates. 


1 he  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  town  since  1901  is  shown 
in  the  following  table,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  City  Surveyor  : 


Date. 

New 

Houses 
for  which 
Plans  have 
been 

approved. 

Other 

Buildings. 

New 

Houses 

completed 

and 

inspected. 

Other 

Build- 

ings. 

During  the  Year  1901 

79 

6 

43 

7 

,,  ,,  1902 

78 

6 

36 

6 

„ 1903 

50 

12 

65 

11 

yy  ^9^*4 

5i 

16 

50 

8 

>1  >>  I9°5 

69 

5 

38 

4 

>y  a IQOG 

78 

14 

72 

14 

yy  yt  I9°7 

5° 

20 

Go 

14 

» ,,  1908 

45 

32 

15 

23 

» ,,  1909 

81 

7 

7i 

5 

,,  ,,  1910 

79 

2 

72 

4 

..  ,,  1911 

49 

12 

50 

15 

,,  ,,  1912 

28 

13 

25 

9 

..  „ 1913 

30 

21 

22 

13 

».  ..  1914 

36 

22 

40 

22 

,,  1915 

G 

8 

8G 

6 

NEW  CORPORATION  HOUSES. 

( >n  page  70  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1908  I referred  to  the 
St.  Owen  Street  scheme,  in  which  provision  was  made  by  the  Town 
( ouncil  to  replace  32  houses  which  were  demolished  in  1901,  under 
I ait  11  of  the  H.W.C.  Act,  1890  ; 21  houses  were  erected  on  this 
site.  On  pages  81,  82,  and  83  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1909,  a 
lull  description  with  photos  was  given  of  the  Hereford  Garden  City, 
which  contains  85  houses. 

In  March,  1914-  a Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held 
in  regard  to  the  erection  of  62  cottages  for  the  working  classes  ; 
the  scheme  was  approved  and  sanction  obtained  for  a loan  of  £11,752! 

The  five  sites  on  which  the  houses  are  erected  are  Eign  Mill 
(ifi  houses),  I lie  Crozen  (4  houses),  Mostyn  Street  site  (30  houses), 


Canon  Moor  Street  (8  houses),  and  Edgar  Street  site  (4  houses). 
The  first  two  sites  arc  in  the  Ledbury  Ward,  and  the  last  three  in 
Leominster  Ward.  The  Mostyn  Street  site  is  260  yards  from  the 
nearest  point  of  the  boundary  between  Leominster  and  Monmouth 
Ward.  A new  road  lias  been  constructed  at  right  angles  to  the 
new  part  of  Mostyn  Street,  this  has  been  called  Greenland  Road. 

The  five  sites  occupy  altogether  an  area  of  4 acres  1 rood  10  poles. 

The  houses  (two  storeys  high)  arc  of  four  different  types. 
Types  A,  C-,  D,  consist  of  blocks  of  four  houses,  and  type  Bof  houses 
in  pairs  ; there  is  thus  an  absence  of  the  long  monotonous  rows  of 
houses,  which  are  so  common  a feature  of  our  English  towns. 

The  houses  are  built  of  gin.  brickwork,  and  nin.  cavity  walls, 
and  are  artistically  designed.  In  more  than  half  the  houses,  the 
upper  portion  is  covered  with  rough  cast  (cream-coloured) , and  in  a 
certain  number  the  gable  is  treated  in  a similar  fashion.  Some  of 
the  roofs  are  of  Broseley  tiles  and  others  of  slate.  Houses  of 
type  A and  B are  shown  in  the  photo  of  the  Eign  Mill  cottages. 

Houses  of  type  A are  the  most  numerous,  and  there  are  only 
4 houses  of  type  C,  viz.,  those  in  Edgar  Street.  On  none  of  the 
sites  are  there  more  than  14  houses  to  the  acre. 

In  connection  with  each  house  there  is  a small  garden  in  front 
and  a larger  plot  behind  ; the  roads  are  40ft.  wide,  with  7ft.  Gin. 
of  sward  and  a path  5ft.  wide  on  either  side  ; the  building  line  is 
set  back  10ft . , thus  making  a total  distance  of  Goft.  between  the 
houses,  on  either  side  of  the  road. 

There  is  a large  grass-covered  area  facing  the  Eign  Mill  Cottages 
and  a smaller  area  adjoining  the  Crozen  site. 

The  surplus  land  at  the  back  of  the  houses  at  Eign  Mill  has 
been  divided  into  allotments,  which  are  let  for  a small  annual  charge 
to  those  tenants  who  desire  them. 

The  cost  of  the  four  different  types  houses  was  as  follows  : 

Type  A . 


Per  block  of  four  houses.  £652 

5s.  od. 

/iG  5 each 

Type  H. 

Per  pair — ijGo 

4s.  od. 

£180  ,, 

Type  C. 

Per  block  of  four  houses — £803 

15s.  rod. 

£201 

Type  D. 

Per  block  of  four  houses — £692 

Gs.  3d. 

£i75 

EJGN  MILL  COTTAGES, 


4* 


The  majority  of  the  houses  arc  let  at  rents  varying  from  5s.  to 
6s.  3d.,  inclusive  of  rates. 

The  rents  of  the  houses  are  as  follows  : — 16  at  Eign  Mill  (12 
at  5s.  and  4 at  6s.),  The  Crozen  (4  at  6s.),  Mostyn  Street  and  Green- 
land Road  (14  at  6s.  3d.  and  16  at  5s.  3d.),  Canon  Moor  Street  (8  at 
5s-  3d.) 

Electric  light  is  provided  in  connection  with  the  houses  in 
Mostyn  Street  and  Greenland  Road,  and  for  this  each  tenant  is 
charged  an  extra  3d.  a week. 

Each  dwelling  (except  the  two  end  houses  of  type  C)  contains 
a living  room,  scullery,  and  three  bedrooms. 

In  the  scullery  there  is  a set  boiler,  sink,  and  bath  supplied 
with  hot  and  cold  water,  with  a hinged  cover  to  act  as  a table,  also 
a cool  pantry  and  fuel  store.  The  hot  water  for  the  bath  is  obtained 
from  the  boiler.  The  w.c.s  are  entered  from  outside.  In  addition 
to  this  accommodation  the  two  end  houses  of  type  C have  a parlour, 
and  bath  fixed  on  the  first  floor. 


The  rooms  in  half  the  houses  are  provided  with  sash  windows, 
and  in  half  with  casement  windows  ; above  the  casement  window 
there  is  a small  window  which  is  hinged  at  the  upper  part  and  is 
made  to  open  outwards.  The  size  of  the  rooms  is  as  follows  : — 


Type  A. 

Blocks  of  four  houses — living  room 

scullery 
front  bedroom 
2nd 
3rd 

Type  B. 

Semi-detached  houses — living  room 

scullery 
front  bedroom 
2nd 
3rd 

Type  C. 

Blocks  of  four  houses — front  living  room 

back  ,,  ,, 

scullery 
front  bedroom 


Type  D. 

Blocks  of  fourhouses- 


2nd 

3rd 

-living  room 
scullery 
front  bedroom 
2nd 


13ft.  by  12ft. 

12ft.  by  gft. 

15ft.  by  10ft. 

12ft.  by  8ft.  3in. 

Sft.  gin.  by  6ft.  6in. 

14ft.  6in.  by  13ft. 
12ft.  6in.  by  Sft. 

14ft.  pin.  by  gft.  gin. 
lift.  6in.  by  gft.  oin. 
Sft.  by  Sft. 

lift.  6in.  by  11ft. 
11ft.  6in.  by  11ft. 

Sft.  6in.  by  lift. 
11ft.  6in.  by  11ft. 
11ft.  by  11ft. 

Sft.  6in.  by  7ft.  3m. 

15ft.  by  14ft.  6in. 

Sft.  by  10ft.  3in. 
13ft.  by  10ft.  gin. 
11ft.  by  10ft. 
gft.  by  7ft. 
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The  average  height  of  t lie  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  is  8 feet, 
and  of  the  bedrooms  8ft.  Gin. 

The  contract  for  building,  exclusive  of  roads,  sewers,  and  water 
supply  was  £10,474,  and  this  amount  has  not  been  exceeded  not- 
withstanding that  a large  portion  of  t lie  work  was  executed  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Parker,  City  Surveyor,  prepared  the  plans,  specifications, 
estimates,  &c.,  and  the  contract  was  satisfactorily  completed  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Field,  of  Blackheath,  Birmingham. 

The  members  of  the  Housing  Committee  took  a great  interest 
in  the  undertaking,  and  the  technical  knowledge  of  the  Chairman, 
W.  P.  Lewis,  Esq.,  proved  of  great  value  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
scheme. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Parker  for  the  particulars  of  the  houses, 
and  also  for  the  loan  of  the  photo  block. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


In  the  Annual  Report  for  1909,  pages  90  to  97,  full  particulars 
were  given  in  regard  to  the  workshops  in  this  City  and  the  class 
of  work  carried  out  in  them. 


During  the  year  4 Notices  were  served,  requiring  contraven- 
tions of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  igoi*  to  be  remedied, 
and  the  following  defects  were  found  : — 


Bakehouses  requiring  cleansing  . . . . 3 

Workshops  ,,  ,,  . . . . . . 1 

Defective  drainage  . . . . . . 1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . . . . 4 

Defective  spouting  . . . . . . 1 


Of  the  above,  3 reports  were  received  from  H.M 
Factories  in  respect  to  3 bakehouses  ; in  addition, 
occupation  of  workshops  were  received  from  him. 


Inspector  of 
4 notices  of 


During  the  year,  a bakehouse  has  been  demolished,  and  there 
are  now  4 Factory  bakehouses  and  26  Workshop  bakehouses  in 
the  Citv.  Four  of  the  latter  were  not  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


HOME-WORK. 

During  the  year,  in  February  and  August,  127  Circular  Letters 
together  with  forms  drawing  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Home-Work  Order,  were  sent  to  employers,  and  these  were  received 
duly  filled  up. 

During  the  visits  paid  to  houses  where  home-work  was  carried 
out,  it  was  only  found  necessary  in  one  instance  to  serve  notice 
for  the  want  of  cleansing  of  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  work-room. 

No  Notices  or  Orders  under  Sections  108  and  no  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  prohibiting  the  sending  out  or  the  re- 
ceiving of  work  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  were  necessary 
during  1 he  year. 


REPORT  FOR  1915. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  81  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 


{Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector.) 


Premises. 

j 

Dumber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

■t 

— 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

I /2 

4 

— 

Workplaces 

47 

— 

— 

Total 

223 

4 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Nun 

iber  of  Defe 

cts. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  flic  Public  Health 

A cts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

I 





Want  of  ventilation 

— 





Overcrowding 



Want  of  drainage  of  floors 



Other  Nuisances 

f. 

6 





Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient 









Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 







Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

W orkshbp  A ct : — - 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 









Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 

100) 

-j 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

Total 

IO 

IO 

— 

— 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  t,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3- — HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


NATURE 

OF 

WORK. 

Lists  received  from  Employer 

Notices 

served 

on 

Outwork  in  In- 
fected Premises, 
Sections  109,  no. 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

ers  as  to 
keeping 
or 

sending 

lists. 

In- 

stances. 

Orders 
made 
(s.  no) 

t 

Lists. 

Outworkers,  f 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Con- 

tr’c’rs 

Work- 

men. 

Con- 

tr’c’rs 

Work- 

men. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(S) 

(14) 

(i5) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c. 

60 



94 

13 

— 

12 

87 

— 

— 

(2)  cleaning  and 

washing  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  & Upholstery 

4 



2 

0 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Umbrellas  

2 







2 

— 

— 

Tents  

2 









2 

— 

— 

Sacks  

10 



y 

6 



— 

26 

— 

— 

Baskets  

'y 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Total  . . . . 

80 

— 

103 

— 

15 

127 

— 

— 

t The  figures  given  in  columns  2,  3,  and  4 are  the  total  number  of  lists  (received 
from  employers  who  sent  them  both  in  February  and  August  as  required  by  the  Act), 
and  of  the  entries  of  names  of  outworkers  in  those  lists. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

26 

I I 

I2() 

s 7 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  

226 

5— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  Notified  by  H.  M.  Inspector 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  3 Reports  (of  action  taken) 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 


Other  

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certfftcates  granted  during  the  year  . . 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

I here  were  the  names  of  12  persons  on  the  Register  who  kept 
dail  ies,  22  who  had  cowsheds  and  20  who  kept  milk  stores  or  retail 
milkshops,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  55  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered,  of  whom  21 
bring  milk  from  outside  the  City. 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  the  ease  of  3 
milkshops,  and  one  purveyor  of  milk  from  outside  the  City.  There 
were  6 transfers,  viz.,  1 milkshop  and  5 purveyors  of  milk,  three  of 
whom  were  from  outside  the  City. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  October  the  usual  circular 
letters  were  sent  drawing  attention  to  the  Regulations  requiring 
the  limewashing  of  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  an  informal  notice 
was  served  upon  one  cowkeeper  in  respect  to  the  insanitary  con- 
dition of  the  surroundings. 

In  a good  many  cases  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  respect 
to  cleanliness  of  cows,  and  also  of  milkers.  Often  no  attempt  is 
made  to  remove  dirt  from  the  udders  and  flanks  of  the  cows,  with 
the  result  that  some  of  this  dirt  finds  its  way  into  the  milk. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  page  78,  Annual  Report  for  1908,  a description  was  given 
of  the  Public  Abbattoir  and  Lairages. 

1 he  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  : — Beeves, 
1,926 ; calves,  309 ; sheep,  7,262 ; lambs,  1,901  ; pigs  (pork,) 
2>5^7  > P'gs  (bacon),  218;  total,  14,183. 

Ihere  was  an  increase  in  animals  slaughtered  as  follows: — 
Beeves,  81  ; sheep,  807  ; pigs  (pork),  740  ; and  a decrease  of  137 
in  calves  , 303  in  lambs  ; and  121  in  pigs  (bacon)  slaughtered. 

1 he  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  14,183,  compared 
with  13,116  in  1914. 

Diseased  Carcases. — Ihe  following  diseased  conditions,  &c., 
weie  found  in  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during 
the  year : — 

Cow — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Bull — 

I uberculosis  (glands  of  head  and  neck)  . . 1 

Calf — 

Injury  to  portion  of  carcase  . . 


1 


I 


Inflammation  of  bowels  and  peritonitis 


and  congestion  of  internal 


organs 

Cystitis,  hydronephrosis  and  nephritis 
Pseudo-tuberculosis  of  lungs 
Emaciated  and  ill-bled 


i 


T 


Lambs — 


Injury  to  whole  of  carcase 
,,  portion 


/ 


i 


Pigs— 


Inflammation  of  intestines 


and  congestion  of 


internal  organs 


Pleurisy  . . 
Emaciation 


6 


i 


Either  a portion  or  the  whole  of  the  carcase  was  surrendered, 
according  to  the  condition  found,  and  was  burnt  in  the  destructor. 

Humane  Slaughtering. — On  page  56  Annual  Report  for  1914 

1 referred  to  this  matter.  The  Town  Council  are  now  awaiting  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  bye-laws, 
one  of  which  is  as  follows  :• — “ A person  shall  not  in  a slaughter- 
house proceed  to  slaughter  any  animal  until  the  same  shall  have 
been  effectually  stunned  with  a mechanically  operated  instrument 
suitable  for  the  purpose.” 

Other  Unsound  Eood. — The  following  unsound  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 28  tins  of  either  preserved 
fruits  or  vegetables  ; 7 tins  of  preserved  salmon  ; 2 tins  of  sardines  ; 

2 tins  of  preserved  meats  ; 2 tins  of  condensed  milk  ; 2 large  tins 
of  eggs  ; 120  mackerel ; 3 stone  of  codlings. 


EOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 


Reference  is  made  to  restaurant  kitchens  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  and  to  other  premises  under  “Offensive  Trades.” 
During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  sausages,  black- 
puddings,  and  brawn  are  made,  and  also  to  ice  cream  shops  and  fried- 
fish  shops.  There  are  9 fried-fish  shops  in  the  town,  and  12  places 
where  ice-cream  is  made.  On  the  whole  the  condition  of  the 
premises  was  satisfactory. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


The  trades  coming  under  this  definition  comprise  the  following  : 
Gut-scraping,  1 ; tripe-boiling,  8 ; hide  and  skin  depots,  2. 
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Visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  the  subjoined  report,  Mr.  Protheroe  as  Inspector  under  ihe 
Acts,  states  the  number  of  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  1915. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  articles 
submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1915,  and  the  result  of  the  Analysis  : — 


. 1 rticles. 

Number 

Purchased. 

Number 

Genuine. 

Formal. 

In- 

formal. 

Formal. 

In- 

formal. 

Milk  

10 

O 

J 

10 

0 

O 

Cream  (Fresh) 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Cream  (Preserved) 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Butter 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Margarine 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Cheese 

— 

6 

— 

r> 

Rice 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Pepper 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Mustard 

4 

— 

4 

Coffee 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Demerara  Sugar 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sago 

— 

1 

— 

i 

Oatmeal 

— 

1 

— 

1 

10 

50 

10 

50 

V 

Totals 

60 

60 

Observations. 

Milk. — Of  the  13  samples  of  milk,  8 were  certified  as  genuine 
and  of  good  quality,  and  5 as  genuine.  Ihe  whole  of  the  samples 
were  free  from  preservatives. 

Cream. — These  were  certified  to  be  of  good  quality  and  free 
from  preservatives. 

Preserved  Cream. — None  of  the  samples  contained  an  excess 
of  preservative.  Two  were  preserved  by  sterilization  and  were 
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free  from  boron  preservative.  1 he  chemical  analysis  showed  all 
the  samples  to  be  genuine. 

Butter. — All  the  samples  were  certified  genuine  and  free  from 
an  excess  of  preservative  and  water. 

Rice. — These  were  certified  to  be  unfaced. 

During  the  year  9 samples  of  milk  were  examined  at  the  Health 
Office  for  the  presence  of  dirt.  Two  contained  a certain  amount 
of  dirt  and  one  vendor  was  cautioned  by  letter.  In  the  other  case, 
a further  sample  was  sent  to  the  City  Analyst,  who  reported  that 
the  quantity  of  dirt  present  was  not  sufficient  in  amount  for  it  to 
be  certified  as  excessive. 

Margarine  Act,  1887. 

No  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  were  registered  during  the 
year,  and  there  are  still  six  premises  registered  wherein  the  business 
is  carried  on. 


PIG  STYES. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  condition  of  pig-styes  in  this  town 
on  pages  42  and  43,  Annual  Report  for  1912,  and  also  on  page  59, 
Report  for  1913. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  styes,  nuisances  are  likely  to 
arise  from  time  to  time. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  four  sand  filter  beds  were  working  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analyses  which  I have  already  referred  to  on  page 
show  that  the  filtration  was  very  efficient. 

Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  filter  beds  are  given  on 
pages  46  and  47,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  and  on  page  59,  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 

The  results  of  chemical  analysis  of  the  town  water  have  been 
given  from  time  to  time.  The  water  is  exceedingly  soft,  the  amount 
in  parts  per  100,000  being  on  an  average  5 degrees,  mostly  per- 
manent. The  softness  of  the  water  renders  it  very  suitable  for 
domestic  use,  and  also  for  manufacturing  processes,  both  for  steam 
raising  and  for  cleansing  purposes. 

Districts  Supplied  by  Well  Water. — There  are  114  houses 
in  the  town  supplied  by  77  wells  ; in  1909  there  were  105  wells  in 
use.  The  particulars  in  regard  to  the  districts  are  as  follows  : — 
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Houses. 

Wells. 

Hunderton  and  Belmont  Road 

LI 

9 

Putson  and  Bullingham 

26 

15 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill 

7 

6 

Westfields 

11 

8 

Whitecross,  Huntington  and  King’s  Acre. 

OO 

15 

Canon  Moor 

4 

2 

Hampton  Park,  Tupsley  & Franchistone  . 

13 

10 

Aylestone  Hill 

4 

3 

Holmer 

LI 

9 

Totals 

114 

77 

Water  Analysis. — Particulars  in  regard 
well  water  are  given  on  page  31. 

to  chemical  analysis 

SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year  about  36  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  collected 
was  taken  to  the  Destructor  and  burnt  ; the  rest  was  tipped.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  refuse  should  not  be  tipped  in  the  vicinity 
of  dwellings  ; complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  of  nuisances 
in  this  connection. 

A large  amount  of  animal  and  vegetable  refuse  from  shops, 
of  butchers,  greengrocers,  and  fishmongers,  also  from  slaughter- 
houses was  conveyed  to  the  Destructor  and  burnt. 

1 he  requirement  of  owners  of  existing  houses  to  provide 
galvanised  iron  receptacles  has  been  postponed  owing  to  the  war. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,  &c. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1908,  pages  86  and  87,  and  in  the 
Report  for  1909,  page  115,  I gave  an  account  of  the  sewerage  and 
methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  town. 

1 here  are  now  four  clinker  beds  in  use,  and  a fifth  is  still  in  course 
of  construction,  clinker  being  added  from  time  to  time  from  the 
Destructor.  The  new  bed  will  cover  an  area  of  about  2,160  square 
feet. 


Privies  and  Earth-Closets. — The  following  list  shows  the 
approximate  number  of  privies,  pail,  and  earth-closets  in  the  town  ; 
these,  with  the  exception  of  Westfields,  and  those  under  other 
districts,  are  outside  the  sewerage  system  : — 


50 


Hunderton  and  Belmont  Road 
Breinton  and  Broomy  Hill 
Grafton  and  Redhill 
Upper  Bullingham 
Putson 

Hampton  Park,  Tupsley  and 
Franchistone 
Aylestone  Hill 
Canon  Moor 

Whitecross,  King’s  Acre  and 
Huntington 
Holmer 
West  fields 
Other  Districts 


Totals 


Pail  and 


Privies. 

Earth  Closets 

n 

36 

i 

n 

/ 

i 

4 

4 

G 

5 

G 

• • 3 

25 

4 

8 

. . — 

3 

13 

11 

6 

12 

2 

OO 

2 

10 

— 

— 

52 

151 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Inspection  is  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  banks  of  the  River 
V ye,  with  the  object  of  finding  any  sources  of  pollution. 

Burghill  Asylum  Sewage.- — The  laying  of  a sewer  from  the 
Asylum  to  Westfields  has  been  postponed  owing  to  the  War. 
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NUISANCES,  INCLUDING  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 

WORK  DONE  THROUGH  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


DRAINAGE—  1914. 

Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . 96 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ..  ..  ..  ..  68 

Houses  with  insufficient  drainage,  extra  provided  . . . . 14 

Houses  connected  to  public  sewer  . . . . . . . . 4 

Glazed  stoneware  gullies  fixed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  126 

Drains  removed  from  inside  or  underneath  houses  . . . . 7 

Sewer  interceptors  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Disconnecting  and  inspection  chambers  constructed  . . 50 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 33 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Cesspools  abolished  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drains  disconnected  from  river  . . . . . . . . 2 


WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  AND  URINALS— 
Obstructed  w.c.’s  opened  and  cleansed 
Dilapidated  w.c.’s  repaired  or  rebuilt 
Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  w.c.’s,  or  ear 
erected 

W.c.’s  removed  from  inside  houses 

Entrances  to  w.c.’s  screened 

New  “ Washdown  ” basins  fixed 

Pedestal  basins  fixed 

Soil-pipes  removed  from  inside  houses 

Soil-pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Ventilation  provided  to  w.c.  compartments  . . 

Water  supply  provided  to  w.c.’s 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided 

Dirty  walls  of  closets  limewashed 

Privies  converted  into  water  or  earth  -closets 

Earth  closets  converted  into  water-closets 

Privies  cleaned  out  and  abolished 

Urinals  constructed 

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed 


DWELLING  HOUSES,  &c. 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  houses  cleansed  and  repaired. . . . 112 

Damp  courses  inserted  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  . . . . . . . . 4 

Houses  demolished 

Houses  provided  with  through  ventilation  . . . . . . 3 

Windows  made  to  open  for  ventilation  . . . . . . 80 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  to  pantries  . . . . . . 8 

Pantries  limewashed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Pantries  or  food  cupboards  provided  . . . . . . . . 22 

Houses  stripped  and  cleansed  after  infection  . . . . 9 

Schools  disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Roofs  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  58 

Chimneys  and  fireplaces  repaired  . . . . . . . . 31 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 94 

Dangerous  stairs  and  defective  windows  repaired  ..  ..  105 

Dangerous  cellar  windows  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Verminous  bedding  cleansed  or  disinfected  . . . . . . 2 

Dilapidated  wash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt  . . . . . . 28 

Dirty  walls  of  wash-houses  limewashed  . . . . . . 39 

Dirty  walls  of  cellars  or  passages  limewashed  . . . . 6 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars  . . . . . . . . 4 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  paving  relaid  ..  ..  ..  87 

Water  supply  provided  to  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Dangerous  disused  wells  filled  up  . . . . . . . . 2 

Polluted  wells  closed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Wells  cleaned  out  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Ashpits  abolished  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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6 
13 
85 
7 1 
3 


19 1 5 
'87 

56 
7 

n 

57 
10 

14 

37 

L5 

32 

5 

1 

o 


13 

57 


-1 


9 

39 

r 

7 

7 

ir 

58 

42 


79 

7 
1 

8 

45 
1 1 
1 1 
11 

4 

1 

85 

46 
58 

121 

1 


15 

19 


4 

6 


46 


2 

4 
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SINKS,  WASTE  PIPES,  AND  SPOUTING— 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired 
New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed 
Waste-pipes  provided  to  sinks 

Waste  and  rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 
Spouting  repaired  or  provided 


KEEPING  OP  ANIMALS  AND  MANURE— 
Stables  repaired 
Floors  of  cowsheds  relaid 
Cowshed  yards  paved 
Water  supply  laid  on  to  cowsheds 
Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept,  abated 
Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed 


MISCELLANEOUS— 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  limewashed  on  notice  . . 
Bakehouses  limewashed  on  notice 
Slaughter-houses  discontinued 
Workshops  and  workrooms  limewashed  on  notice 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 


1914 

i9x5 

26 

10 

25 

10 

35 

20 

5f> 

24 

1.35 

74 

2 

1 

1 

1 

17 

1 

18 

70 

60 

48 

5- 

8 

_> 

2 

— 

8 

'y 

88 

69 

An  account  of  drainage  and  other  work  necessary  to  abate 
nuisances,  which  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  preceding  table. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and  those 
complied  with  during  the  year  : — 


Statute  or  Bye-Laws. 

Notices 
not 
com- 
plied 
with  at 
end  of 
1914. 

Notices 

19 

served 

1 5- 

Com- 

plied 

with 

I9i5- 

Notices 

not 
com- 
plied 
with  at 
end  of 
iyi5- 

Prelim- 

inary. 

Statu- 

tory. 

Public  Health  Acts 

121 

462 

O 

J 

533 

53 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

I 

4 

— 

5 

— 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 

Act 

12 

24 

— 

0 0 

JO 

3 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

Act 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Hereford  Improvement  Act 

I 

1 

— 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cow 

sheds  and  Milkshops  Order  . 

4 

51 

— 

55 

— 

City  Byelaws 

— 

G 

— 

G 

— 

Total 

T39 

547 

7 

637 

5b 

554 

In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  217  letters  were  written  by 
the  Inspector  and  87  reports  made  to  other  departments  ; 41 
reports  dealing  with  infectious  .disease,  and  14  on  miscellaneous 
matters  were  also  made. 
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There  were  iGS  complaints  investigated,  and  45  tests  applied 
to  drainage  (34  water  and  11  by  smoke). 


Nuisances 

S.  Pr other oe. 
734 

Works  in  progress 

Goi 

House  -to-housc  inspection 

OO 

• * 

Housing  Acts 

192 

Infectious  disease 

68 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

180 

Bakehouses 

43 

Common  Lodging-houses 

7 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

73 

Slaughter-houses 

O 

• • O 

Food-preparing  places 

34 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

125 

Offensive  Trades 

23 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

20 

Miscellaneous 

216 

Total 

2 0-9 

• • 

In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I visited  the  whole 
of  the  caravans  used  for  habitation  during  the  May  Fair  ; the 
condition  of  sleeping  and  living  rooms  was  on  the  whole  satisfac- 
tory, and  no  infectious  disease  was  detected. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  in  no  cases  were 
legal  proceedings  necessary  during  the  year. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

Systematic  house-to-house  inspections  in  connection  with  33 
houses  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year, 
and  particulars  are  included  in  the  report  under  “ Housing." 


SPECIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  CONSEOUENCE  OF  THE 

WAR. 

Miss  Clarke,  .School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor,  left  in  May  to 
take  up  work  under  the  military  authorities  ; Miss  Colquhuon  was 
appointed  temporary  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor,  and  took  up  her 
duties  on  July  12th.  She  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  do  Army 
nursing.  From  January,  1916,  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
t lie  nurses  of  the  Hereford  City  Nursing  and  Maternity  Society. 

Over  300  cases  of  Measles  have  been  visited  since  January, 
1916,  by  the  Sanitan  Inspector  and  myself  ; and  I have  also  paid 
visits  in  connection  with  Whooping  Cough,  Chickenpox,  ike. 
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Owing  to  the  Measles  Order,  which  came  into  force  in  January, 
some  hundreds  of  visits  have  been  necessary  in  connection  with 
Measles. 

Miss  Rowe  continued  to  act  as  temporary  clerk  until  September, 
and  since  the  end  of  September  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
Miss  Burn.  I he  work  of  porter,  &c.,  at  the  Fever  Hospital  was 
resumed  by  R.  Hodges,  in  May. 

1 he  third  battalion  of  the  Herefordshire  Regt.  was  billeted  in 
the  town  until  it  left  for  Abergavenny  in  August.  The  men  of 
the  third  company  of  the  S.  Wales  Field  Ambulance,  R. A. M.C.  (T.) 
were  also  billeted  in  the  town  until  they  left  in  the  summer. 

The  3rd  Super.  Co.  4th  Baft.  Loyal  N.  Lancs,  is  still  billeted 
in  the  town.  For  short  periods,  the  N.  and  S.  Wales  Companies, 
and  alsothe  Cheshire  Companies  of  the  A.S.C.  (T.)  have  been 
billeted  in  the  town.  Recruits  for  the  3/ist  A.S.C.  Herefordshire 
(T.)  have  also  remained  for  short  periods  in  the  town  until 
drafted  to  the  head-quarters. 

Beechwood,  and  Hampton  Grange,  Red  Cross  Hospitals,  and  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital  have  continued  to  receive  wounded 
soldiers. 

A list  of  proposed  billets  has  been  furnished  to  me  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Police  and  Military  Authorities,  and  I have  pointed 
out  any  houses  which  I considered  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  on 
sanitary  or  other  grounds. 

In  some  cases  the  billeting  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Military 
Authorities  without  either  consulting  the  Chief  Constable  or  myself, 
although  the  procedure  is  definitely  laid  down  in  the  Army  Regula- 
tions. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  inspected  the  various  billets. 

The  health  of  the  troop  has  been  very  good,  and  there  have 
been  no  cases  admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital  during  the  year. 

A list  of  names  and  addresses  of  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  has  been  sent  to  the  various  Commanding  Officers  each 
week,  and  attention  has  been  called  where  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  discovered  in  houses  where  troops  were  billeted. 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  to  the  Education 

Authority. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Schools. 

(a)  “ General  review  oj  the  hygienic  conditions  prevalent  in  the 
Schools  in  the  area  oj  the  Local  Education  Authority  in  respect  of 
such  matters  as  surroundings,  ventilation,  lighting,  warming,  equip- 
ment and  sanitation,  including  observations  on  the  type  and  condition 
of  sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories,  water  supply  for  washing  and 
drinking  purposes,  the  cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms, 
arrangements  jar  drying  children’s  cloaks  and  boots,  and  the  relation  of 
the  general  arrangements  of  the  school  with  the  health  of  the  children.” 

During  1909  and  1910  I submitted  reports  on  the  whole  of  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  town,  and  in  the  table  on  page  41,  Annual 
Report  for  1910,  a short  summary  of  some  of  the  conditions  was 
given. 


ADDITIONS  AND  ALTERATIONS. 

There  have  been  no  additions  or  alterations  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  elementary  schools  during  the  year. 

In  June,  1914..  a communication  was  sent  to  the  Managers  of 
seven  Schools,  stating  what  improvements  were  necessary,  and  these 
have  been  postponed  for  the  present. 

No  painting,  distempering,  &c.,  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  any  of  the  schools. 

Heating. — On  the  whole  the  temperatures  of  the  classrooms 
were  satisfactory  ; in  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the 
Managers'  attention  to  the  insufficient  heating  of  the  classrooms. 

During  the  Summer  months,  with  a few  exceptions  in  July  and 
August,  the  temperatures  of  the  rooms  were  kept  within  reasonable 
limits. 

In  May,  in  a report  to  the  Education  Committee,  I made  various 
suggestions  in  regard  to  heating  of  classrooms. 

Cleanliness. — During  her  visits  to  the  schools  the  School 
Nurse  takes  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  classrooms  and  cloak- 
rooms, wash  basins  and  towels. 
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In  the  majority  of  the  schools  the  rooms  were  kept  clean,  and 
a sufficient  number  of  towels  provided,  but  in  some  cases  there  is 
need  for  some  improvement. 

In  a report  to  the  Education  Committee  already  referred  to,  I 
made  various  suggestions  in  regard  to  cleaning,  &c.,  and  enclosed 
a leaflet  for  the  use  of  caretakers  (a  similar  leaflet  was  issued  in  1909). 

I also  suggested  that  the  Head  Teacher  should  supervise  on  behalf 
of  the  Managers,  the  work  of  the  caretakers.  A copy  of  my  report 
was  sent  to  each  Manager,  and  the  suggestions  to  caretakers  printed 
on  cardboard  and  sent  to  each  school. 

On  page  67,  Annual  Report  for  1913,  remarks  were  made  in 
regard  to  sufficient  number  of  pegs  in  cloakrooms  and  to  the  import- 
ance of  providing  sufficient  space  between  pegs  and  adjoining  rows 
of  pegs  ; lighting  and  ventilation  were  also  referred  to. 

ORGANISATION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

( b ) General  description  of  the  Inspection  arrangements  which 
have  been  made  for  the  co-relation  of  the  School  Medical  Service  with 
the  Public  Health  Service  and  for  the  organisation  and  supervision 
of  medical  inspection  and  account  of  the  methods  of  inspection  adopted, 
including — 

(i).  Schedule  of  Examination. — The  Board’s  Schedule,  of 
which  a copy  is  given  on  page  142,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  is 
followed  throughout.  Particulars  are  also  obtained  in  regard  to 
vaccination. 

(ii.)  Assistance  Given  to  School  Medical  Officer. — The 
teachers  have  filled  in  the  name,  age  and  address  of  each  scholar, 
the  standard  and  also  particulars  in  regard  to  attendance.  The 
notices  to  parents  were  also  sent  out  by  them,  and  they  assisted  in 
other  ways. 

(iii.)  Presence  of  Parents. — A notice  was  sent  out  inviting 
the  parents  to  be  present  at  the  medical  inspection.  The  mother 
was  present  in  215  cases  (31.2  per  cent.),  the  father  in  2 cases  (.2 
per  cent.),  other  relatives  in  35  cases  (5  per  cent.),  neighbours  in  4 
cases  (.6  per  cent.),  and  guardians  in  2 cases  (.2  per  cent.).  The 
35  other  relatives  were  as  follows  : — Grandmother  10,  aunt  10, 
sister  14,  cousin  1. 

In  a good  many  cases  useful  information  was  obtained  in  regard 
to  previous  health  of  the  children,  family  history,  Nc. 

(iv.)E.XTENT  of  Disturbance  of  School  Arrangements. — 
In  order  to  avoid  disturbance  of  school  arrangements  as  much  as 
possible,  I have  examined  at  least  12,  and  often  14  or  15  children 
in  an  afternoon.  Further  reference  is  made  in  previous  reports. 


EXTENT  AND  SCOPE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(c)  General  Statement  of  the  extent  and  scope  of  the  medical  in- 
spection carried  out  during  the  year,  including — 

(i)  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  schools  and  departments. 

During  the  year  1 paid  107  visits  to  schools  and  departments 
in  connection  with  medical  inspection  and  re-inspection.  The 
inspections  are  made  twice  a year. 

(ii.)  The  following  children  were  examined  : — 

{a)  All  children  five  years  and  upwards  at  entrance. 

(b)  All  children  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards  who 
were  likely  to  leave  and  had  not  previously  been 
medically  inspected. 

(c)  Special  children  at  any  age. 


(iii.)  The  number  of  children  inspected  is  shown  in  the  tables 
below.  1 he  following  is  a list  of  children  examined  in  each  school : — 


school. 

E 

ntrar 

its. 

I 

.eavers. 

Special 

cases. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

All  Saints  (Infants) 

20 

38 

67 





, 

27 

14 

4 1 

Blue  Coat  (Boys)  

34 

— 

34 

9 

9 

Blue  Coat  (Girls) 

— 

3 

3 

12 

12 

I 

1 

Holnier  (Mixed)  

— 

27 

1 2 

39 

4 

9 

Holmer  (Infants) 

36 

36 

72 

— 

4 

4 

Roman  Catholic  (Mixed) 

l6 

12 

28 

4 

y 

1 1 

Roman  Catholic  (Infants) 

19 

25 

44 

— 





3 

3 

6 

Scudamore  (Boys) 

44 



44 

23 

23 

3 

5 

1 

Scudamore  (Girls)  

— 

— 



2 7 

27 

Scudamore  (juniors)  

35 

33 

70 

— 

4 

I 

St.  James’  (Infants) 

St.  John’s  (Girls) 

39 

36 

75 

— 

23 

2 3 

1 

4 

St.  Martin’s  (Mixed)  

IO 

7 

77 

9 

16 

1 

3 

38 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys) 

— 

46 

46 

38 



St.  Peter’s  (Girls)  

— 

— 

— 

48 

48 

42 

42 

Tupsley  (Mixed)  

4 

4 

8 

9 

7 

16 

6 

6 

172 

184 

356 

785 

148 

332 

124 

82 

206 

“ Entrants  ” are  children  examined  at  the  age  of  5 and  6 years. 

“ Leavers”  are  children  examined  at  the  age  of  12  years  and  upwards. 


TABLE  I.~ NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
ist  JANUARY,  1915,  to  31ST  DECEMBER,  1915. 

A. — “ Code  ” Groups. 


Entran 

ts. 

1 

-eavers. 

Age. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

ages. 

Total 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

ages. 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Boys  .... 

— 

— 

142 

29 

— 

171 

160 

24 

— 1 

186 

357 

Girls  .... 

— 

— 

150 

34 

— 

184 

135 

IO 

3 

— 

148 

389 

Totals  . . . 

— 

— 

292 

63 

— 

355 

295 

34 

5 

— 

334 

698 

62 


B. — Groups  Other  than  “ Code.” 


Special  Cases. 

Boys 

124 

Girls 

82 

Totals 

206 

The  number  of  children  re-examined  is  given  later  in  the  Report  under 
“ Miscellaneous  Work.” 


(iv.)  Children  previously  medically  inspected  and  found  to 
have  defects  are  re-inspected  either  at  the  school  or  at  the  Inspection 
Clinic. 

(v.)  The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  defects  in  connec- 
tion with  which  instructions  were  given  regarding  treatment  — 


Defective  vision 

Ordinary. 

26 

Specials. 

19 

External  diseases  of  eye 

12 

3 

Squint 

4 

— 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

iS 

J 

Adenoids 

5 

7 

Ear  disease 

9 

6 

Deafness  due  to  wax  . . 

15 

8 

Teeth 

62 

Eh 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

Suspicious  Phthisis 

0 

J 

4 

Phthisis  . . 

1 

2 

Other  Tubercular  disease 

O 

1 

Heart  disease 

5 

4 

Anaemia  . . 

20 

20 

Skin  disease 

9 

— 

Enlarged  Thryoid  gland 

1 

Curvature  of  Spine 

1 

1 

Rupture 

. . — 

1 

Dyspepsia 

. . — 

1 

Verminous  heads 

21 

12 

Dirty  body 

21 

10 

Defective  clothing 

16 

5 

Defective  footgear 

10 

1 

(vi.)  The  average  time  taken 

266  124 

for  each  inspection,  including 

gliing  and  measuring,  was  seven 

to  ten  minutes. 
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GENERAL  REVIEW  OE  THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

(d)  General  revieiv  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  medical  inspection 
under  the  headings  contained  in  the  Schedule  to  Circular  582,  in- 
cluding tables  showing  the  height  and  weight  of  children  inspected 
(1 according  to  age  and  date  of  inspection  and  sex). 


Heights  in  1915. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Years  of 
Age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centi- 

metres. 

Years  of 
Age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centi- 

metres. 

5 

142 

40.7 

IO3.4 

5 

150 

39-i 

99.2 

6 

29 

43-4 

no. 2 

6 

34 

42.5 

I08 

12 

160 

52.2 

132.6 

12 

135 

54-4 

138.2 

13 

24 

56 

142.2 

13 

10 

56.6 

143.8 

14 

2 

62.1 

157- 8 

14 

3 

5i-5 

130.8 

Weights  in  1915. 


Boys. 

Gil 

^LS. 

Years  of 
Age. 

Number 
at  each 
Age. 

Pounds. 

Kilo- 

grammes. 

Years  of 
Age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Pounds. 

Kilo- 

grammes 

38. 2 

17-3 

5 

150 

36.2 

16.4 

6 

29 

42.5 

19-3 

6 

34 

39-9 

18 

12 

I60 

68.2 

30.2 

12 

x35 

68.5 

31  • 1 

13 

24 

77 

34-9 

13 

10 

79-9 

36.1 

M 

2 

104.6 

47-4 

14 

3 

88.5 

40.1 

REGULARITY  OF  ATTENDANCE. 

This  was  on  the  whole  good.  The  attendance  was  interfered 
with  in  Tupsley  School  during  March  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 
A register  is  now  kept  of  those  children  excluded  from  school  on 
account  of  illness,  and  as  far  as  possible  no  child  is  kept  from  school 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  most  important  that 
children  should  not  attend  school  in  the  early  stages  of  an  infectious 
disease,  and  I have  known  of  children  attending  school  at  the  com- 
mencement of  an  infectious  disease  in  order  not  to  lose  the  chance 
of  obtaining  a prize  for  good  attendance.  If  it  is  necessary  to  give 
prizes  for  good  attendance  an  allowance  should  be  made  in  con- 
nection with  children  who  arc  absent  on  account  of  illness. 
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PREVIOUS  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  Ac. 


1 he  particulars  are  as  follows 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Boys. 

Girl 

s. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

Per 

Num- 

1 'er 

Num- 

Per 

ber. 

cent. 

ber. 

cent. 

ber. 

cent. 

ber. 

cent. 

Measles  

105 

61-4 

IOC) 

59  "2 

159 

85-4 

1 31 

88-4 

Whooping  Cough . 

54 

31  '5 

74 

40-2 

105 

56-4 

82 

55  ’ 4 

( hickcn  Pox 

36 

21 

40 

21*2 

82 

44 '0 

47 

31  ‘7 

Scarlet  hever  . . . 

5 

3 '9 

9 

4-8 

19 

10*2 

1 1 

7 '4 

Diphtheria 

1 

I ‘O 

I 

I 'O 

6 

3*2 

0 

6*o 

Mumps 

9 

5 '2 

6 

1 • 0 

45 

24  • I 

43 

29  * 0 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 • 1 

I 

I 'O 

I ‘0 

1 

1 'o 

Pneumonia  

4 

— 

4 

- 

8 

4’  3 

2 

1 ’3 

Other  Disease  . . . 

-> 

1 • 1 

I 

I ‘0 

7 

3 ■ 7 

4 

2'7 

Other  Diseases. 

Boys. — Influenza  i,  Rheumatic  Fever  2,  Rheumatism  1, 
Enteric  Fever  1,  Croup  1,  Chorea  1,  Rupture  1,  Chorea  1, 
Nepliitis  1. 

Girls. — Anaemia  1,  Croup  i,  Rickets  1,  Congestion  of  Lungs  1, 
Curvature  of  Spine  1. 


VACCINATION. 

Information  was  obtained  in  respect  to  176  leavers  (boys),  and 
162  entrants  (boys)  ; 146  leavers  (girls)  and  174  entrants  (girls). 
This  had  not  been  carried  out  in  the  case  of  72  entrant  boys  (44 
per  cent.),  8 leaver  boys  (4.5  per  cent.),  78  entrant  girls  (44.8  per 
cent.),  9 leaver  girls  (6.1  per  cent.) 

FAMILY  HISTORY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

in  connection  with  the  children  examined  there  was  a family 
history  of  Consumption  in  72  instances  (36  boys  and  36  girls),  equal 
to  10.8  per  cent.  In  23  cases  the  particulars  were  not  given.  The 
following  members  of  the  family  had  died  from  the  disease  : — 


Number. 

Percentage. 

Father 

9 

13.0 

Mother 

4 

5-8 

Grandmother 

2 

2.9 

Grandfather 

0 

O 

4-3 

Uncles 

22 

3i-9 

Aunts 

l6 

23.2 

Brothers  . . 

7 

10. 1 

Sisters 

6 

8.7 
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The  number  of  relatives  affected  on  the  two  sides  of  the  family 
was  as  follows  : — 


Mother’s  side 
Father’s  side 


Grand-  Grand- 

mother. father.  Uncles.  Aunts.  Total. 
2 3 ii  9 25 

ii  7 18 


Of  the  43  relatives  who  had  died  from  the  disease,  58.1  per 
cent,  were  related  on  the  mother’s  side  and  41.9  per  cent.  011  the 
father’s  side. 


The  following  relatives  were  suffering  from  the  disease  at  the 
time  of  enquiry: — Father  1,  mother  1,  uncle  1,  brother  2,  sister  1. 
In  one  case  a sister  was  suffering  from  tubercular  glands  of  the 
neck  at  the  time  of  enquiry. 

The  information  was  obtained  either  from  the  parents  or  other 
persons  present  at  the  inspection  or  from  information  supplied  on 
the  card  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Other  Family  History. — The  father  of  a child  died  in  the 
Burghill  Asylum. 


DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS. 


Clothing  and  Footgear. — It  is  important  that  children 
should  be  properly  clothed  ; in  11  per  cent,  the  clothing  and  in 
6 per  cent,  the  footgear  was  unsatisfactory. 

Younger  children  readily  contract  bronchitis  through  sitting  in 
school  with  wet  feet.  Some  of  the  infants  had  too  much  clothing 
over  the  chest,  and  in  other  cases  insufficient  covering  for  the  legs 
and  feet. 


Cleanliness.- — 9.5  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  47.2  per  cent,  of 
the  girls  had  nits  in  the  hair.  The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Moderate  number  of  nits.  Many  nits. 

Entrants.  Leavers.  Entrants.  Leavers. 
Boys  ....  20  13  1 

Girls  53  52  3i  21 

Nine  boys  (entrants  7,  leavers  2)  had  dirty  heads,  and  in  respect 
to  34  bodys  (entrants  15,  leavers  19)  the  head  was  somewhat  dirty. 


In  the  case  of  15  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  13  per  cent  of  the 
girls  the  boys  was  dirty,  and  evidence  of  lice  was  noticed  in  3 of 
the  boys  and  5 of  the  girls. 


I he  particulars  of  dirty  children  are  as  follows  : — 


Somewhat  dirty. 
Entrants.  Leavers. 
28  30 

24  6 


Very  dirty. 
Entrants.  Leavers. 


3 


Boys 

Girls 


1 

2 
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Further  remarks  in  regard  to  cleanliness  are  made  later  in  the 
Report. 

Nutrition. — Four  hoys  (i.i  per  cent.)  and  4 girls  (1.2  per 
cent.)  were  badly  nourished,  and  in  addition  in  connection  with  91 
boys  (25.2  per  cent.)  and  67  girls  (20.1  per  cent.)  the  nutrition  was 
below  normal. 

Enquiries  were  made  at  the  home  of  the  child  by  the  School 
Nurse  into  the  cause  of  poor  nutrition  in  connection  with  g boys 
and  7 girls.  The  following  information  was  obtained 

Unsuit-  Constitu-  Bad 

Insufficient  able  tional  Insanitary  home 

food.  food,  weakness.  Disease,  house,  surroundings 
Entrants  - 1 3 1 1 5 

Leavers  1 - - - 3 

In  one  case  there  was  no  apparent  cause  ; 12  of  the  children 
were  dirty  and  the  clothing  was  unsatisfactory. 

Constitutional  Weakness. — Three  children  were  said  to  have 
been  delicate  from  birth.  What  has  been  stated  in  an  early  part  of 
the  Report  in  connection  with  infant  feeding  has  an  important 
bearing  in  this  matter. 

In  connection  with  one  child  there  was  neglect ; the  mother 
was  a hawker,  and  the  child  did  not  receive  proper  food. 

Disease. — In  one  case  there  was  Oral  Sepsis  and  Anaemia  in 
association  with  carious  teeth. 

Insanitary  House.- — One  child  lived  in  a house  in  connection  with 
which  there  was  no  through  ventilation,  and  the  bedroom 
window  was  kept  closed  at  night. 

Bad  Surroundings.- — Eight  children  were  dirty  and  neglected, 
and  in  three  cases  the  homes  were  under  the  observation  of  the 
Inspector  of  the  S.P.C.C.  In  several  cases  there  was  a history  of 
intemperance  on  the  part  of  one  or  both  parents. 

Enquiries  were  also  made  by  the  School  Nurse  regarding  iS 
“ specials,”  11  boys  and  7 girls.  1 he  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

5789  10  11  13 

Boys  ....  1 5 - 1 1 2 1 

Girls  ....  - 3 2 1 1 

Twelve  were  dirty  and  the  clothing  was  unsatisfactory. 

Poor  Bad  home  Constitutional 

food.  surroundings,  weakness.  Disease.  Other. 


Constitutional  Weakness.- — Three  children  were  delicate  from 
birth,  one  child  had  a good  home  and  was  well  looked  after. 

Disease.- — The  diseases  were  Chorea  and  Anaemia  (2).  One 
child  suffering  from  Anaemia  had  decayed  teeth. 

Other. — In  both  cases  the  children  were  not  looked  after  properly, 
in  one  case  there  was  sickness  in  the  house  and  in  the  other  the 
mother  was  dead,  and  a girl  aged  14  years  looked  after  the  house. 

Bad  Home  Surroundings. — In  some  cases  there  was  a history 
of  intemperance  on  the  part  of  one  or  both  parents. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Particulars  in  regard  to  percentage  of 
children  affected  with  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat  are  given 
in  the  table.”  Six  boys  and  4 girls  were  affected  as  follows  : — 

Boys. — Two  ‘ entrants  ’ had  nasal  catarrh,  and  2 ‘ entrants  ’ 
and  ‘ leaver  ’ thickening  of  the  cartileges  of  the  nose,  causing  obstruc- 
tion to  breathing.  Two  ‘ leavers  ’ had  tonsilitis  (1  follicular). 

Girls. — Three  ‘ entrants  ’ and  1 ‘ leaver  ’ suffered  from  nasal 
catarrh. 

Four  boys  (1  ‘ entrant  ’ and  3 ‘ leavers  ’)  and  1 girl  1 entrant  ’ 
had  previously  had  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids  ; in  3 cases  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  in 
the  years  1909,  1911  and  1914  respectively  ; in  one  case  ‘ entrant  ’ 
at  the  School  Clinic  in  1913,  and  in  the  remaining  case,  ‘ leaver  ,’ 
in  1908  by  a private  doctor.  In  2 cases  the  children  had  been 
operated  on  as  the  result  of  advice  given  after  previous  medical 
inspection. 

External  Eye  Diseases. — Particulars  are  given  in  the  table. 

A girl  ‘ entrant  ’ was  affected  with  blepharitis  and  conjunc- 
tivitis in  both  eyes. 

Three  ‘ entrants  ’ (boys  2,  girls  1)  and  5 ‘ leavers  ’ (girls)  had 
blepharitis  of  both  eyes. 

Two  boys  (‘  entrants  ’)  had  blepharitis  of  one  eye.  A boy 
(‘  leaver  ’)  had  conjunctivitis  of  one  eye,  and  a girl  (‘  leaver  ’)  of 
both  eyes.  A girl  (‘  entrant  ’)  had  corneal  opacities  of  the  right 
eye. 

The  particulars  of  the  squint  are  as  follows  : — 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B.  C 

Double  convergent 

. . 2 

I 

2 4 

4 ; 

One  eye  ,, 

— 2 

3 

I 

O 

The  eyesight  of  the  ‘ leavers  ’ was  tested  by  Snellen’s  distant 
types  at  20  feet. 
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Particulars  of  the  defective  vision  found  are  given  in  the  table  : 
6-Gths  is  normal  vision,  6-i2ths  means  half  normal  vision.  Eleven 
b°ys  (5-9  Per  cent.)  and  n girls  (7.4  per  cent.)  had  defective  vision 
of  both  eyes  ; and  9 boys  (4.8  per  cent.)  and  4 girls  (2.7  per  cent.) 
defectve  vision  of  one  eye. 

A boy  (‘  leaver  ’)  had  the  left  eye  injured  as  the  result  of  an 
accident,  and  the  eye  was  removed  at  a Hospital  in  Birmingham. 

Boys. — Four  had  been  treated  at  the  Clinic,  2 in  1913,  1 in 
191:4,  and  1 in  1915,  and  two  were  wearing  spectacles  (in  a third 
case  not  necessary)  ; two  had  been  treated  at  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital  in  1914  and  1915,  and  were  wearing  spectacles  ; 
one  had  been  treated  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  in  1913,  and  another 
at  the  Wolverhampton  Infirmary  in  1915,  and  were  wearing  specta- 
cles All  the  above  cases  were  ‘ leavers.’  ' 

Oir Is. — An  ‘ entrant  ’ was  treated  by  her  own  doctor  and  was 
wearing  spectacles. 

rhree  ‘leavers’  had  been  treated  at  the  City  Clinic,  and 
another  child  at  the  School  Clinic,  Swansea  ; one  girl  was  not  wear- 
ing spectacles. 

Two  girls  had  been  treated  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hos- 
pital in  1912  and  1915,  one  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  in  1913,  and  one 
at  the  Bromsgrove  Infirmary  in  1912.  All  were  wearing  spectacles. 

All  the  above  cases  were  ‘ leavers.’ 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness.— One  boy  (‘  entrant  ’)  had  dis- 
charge from  both  ears,  and  2 boys  (‘  entrant  ’ and  ‘ leaver  ’)  had 
discharge  from  one  ear  at  the  time  of  inspection.  In  connection 
with  two  boys  (‘  entrant  ’ and  ‘ leaver  ’)  there  had  been  recent  dis- 
charge from  one  ear  in  the  former  case,  and  from  both  ears  in  the 
latter  case. 

Four  boys  (2  ‘ entrants  ’ and  2 ‘ leavers  ’)  had  suffered  from  a 
discharge  off  and  on  in  connection  with  one  ear. 

One  boy  (‘  entrant  ’)  had  old  ear  disease  in  both  ears  and  4 
leavers  ’ (3  boys  and  1 girl)  had  old  disease  in  connection  with  one 
ear. 

Nine  boys  (4  ‘ entrants  ’ and  5 ‘ leavers  ’)  and  6 girls  (4 
‘ entrants  ’ and  4 ‘ leavers  ’)  were  deaf,  as  judged  by  the  whisper 
test,  particulars,  ate  given  in  the  table. 

In  the  following  cases  deafness  was  detected  by  the  tick  of  a 
watch,  but  not  by  the  whisper  test.  The  cause  was  generally  wax. 

Boys. — ‘ Leavers.’  Both  cars,  2 (R.  ift.,  L.  ift.  ; R.  4m., 
L.  4in.). 


6q 


One  ear,  3 (i|ft.,  8in.,  6in.) 

Girls. — ' Leavers.’  Both  cars,  1 (R.  Gin.,  L.  Gin.) 

One  ear,  4 (2in.,  4m.,  4m.  and  Gin.). 

The  deafness  was  associated  with  old  or  recent  ear  disease, 
adenoids,  or  caused  by  wax. 

Teeth. — Thirty-nine  per  cent  of  the  children  (‘  entrants  ’ 
41  and  ‘ leavers  ’ 37)  had  4 or  more  decayed  teeth,  and  13.8  per  cent, 
of  ‘entrants’,  and  8.2  per  cent,  of  ‘leavers’  8 or  more  decayed 
teeth.  In  only  11  per  cent,  of  the  children  were  the  teeth  sound. 

Information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  cleanliness.  The 
particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


Gor 

id. 

Medium. 

Bn 

d. 

B. 

O' 

/O 

G. 

0/ 

/O 

B. 

0/ 

O 

G. 

O/ 

O 

B. 

O/ 

/O 

G. 

O' 

/o 

Entrants  

4 

2-3 

7 

3.8 

133 

77-8 

156 

84. 8 

34 

19. 9 

11. 4 

Leavers  

7 

4-7 

160 

86 . 0 

128 

86.3 

11. 9 

8.8 

r3 

Total  

8 

0 0 

293 

00 

NJ 

° 

284 

85.6 

56 

15-9 

34 

10.2 

Insufficient  attention  is  given  to  cleaning  the  teeth.  In  15.8 
per  cent,  of  boys  and  10.2  per  cent,  of  girls  the  teeth  were  dirty  ; 
the  cleanliness  of  the  teeth  was  satisfactory  in  only  2.2  per  cent, 
of  the  boys  and  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

Information  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  decay  is  given  on 
pages  95  and  96,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

Enlarged  Glands. — This  was  marked  in  the  case  of  3 bovs 
and  1 girl.  I wo  boys  ( entrants  ’)  had  fair  amount  of  enlargement, 
in  one  case  there  had  previously  been  an  operation  for  the  removal 
of  tubercular  glands  in  the  neck. 

Heart  and  Circulaton.— The  conditions  found  were  as 
follows  : — 

Congenital  Mitral 

Dilatation.  Hypertrophy.  Disease.  Disease.  Other. 

B-  G.  B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

Entrants  1 3--_____I 

Leavers  1 3 3 1 ~ - 1 - - 4 

One  ‘ entrant  ' (girl)  and  4 ‘ leavers  ’ (girls)  had  tachycardia. 

A number  of  children  with  heart  affection  were  re-examined 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic  ; and  the  final  diagnosis  is  based  on  the 
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result  of  further  examination.  In  several  cases  where  the  disease 
appeared  to  be  of  a permanent  nature,  the  signs  had  disappeared 
after  an  interval  of  a few  months. 

Dilatation  is  often  found  in  association  with  anaemia. 

An.emia. — This  was  marked  in  the  case  of  3 girls  (‘  leavers  ’). 
Anaemia  is  often  associated  with  poor  nutrition. 

Lungs  and  Chest. — Particulars  are  given  in  the  table.  Twenty 
boys  and  12  girls  suffered  from  Bronchitis  ; 1 boy  (‘  leaver  ’)  from 
Phthisis  ; 2 boys  (‘  entrant  ’ and  ‘ leaver  ’)  and  1 girl  (‘  entrant  ’) 
from  suspected  Phthisis. 

In  11  boys  (5  ' entrants  ’ 6 ‘ leavers  ’)  and  8 girls  (5  ‘ entrants,’ 
3 ‘ leavers  ’)  the  breath  sounds  at  one  or  both  apices  of  the  lungs 
were  abnormal,  but  there  were  no  signs  of  Phthisis. 

The  final  diagnosis  given  above  is  based  on  re-examination  at 
the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  further  examination  in  6 cases  (3  boys, 
aged  5,  12  and  13  years),  and  3 girls  aged  5,  5 and  6 years)  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

One  boy  (‘  leaver  ’)  was  notified  previous  to  medical  inspection. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  two  of  the  six  children 
were  suffering  from  suspicious  Phthisis  (girl  aged  5 years  and  boy 
aged  13  years)  and  the  other  children  were  not  suffering  from  the 
disease. 

The  children  with  suspicious  Phthisis  are  still  under  observa- 
tion. 

A girl  aged  6 years,  who  was  badly  nourished  and  anaemic  at 
the  time  of  inspection,  has  recently  developed  Phthisis. 

Tuberculosis  (other  than  Phthisis). — One  boy  (‘  entrant  ’) 
and  2 girls  (‘  leavers  ’)  had  tubercular  glands  of  the  neck. 

Three  ‘ entrants  ’ (boy  and  2 girls)  had  a scar  on  one  side  of 
the  neck,  the  site  of  an  old  tubercular  abscess.  A 1 leaver  ’ (boy) 
had  a scar  on  one  side  of  the  neck,  the  site  of  an  abscess,  in  1911. 

A boy  (‘  entrant  ’)  had  an  operation  at  the  Bradford  Infirmary 
in  1914,  in  connection  with  tubercular  gland  of  the  neck  ; there  is 
still  occasional  discharge  from  the  neck.  Another  boy  (‘  entrant  ’) 
had  an  operation  on  both  sides  of  the  neck  in  connection  with  tuber- 
cular glands  of  the  neck  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  in 
1914  ; these  cases  are  referred  to  above. 

A boy  aged  5 years,  who  on  medical  inspection  was  anaemic 
and  had  enlarged  glands  of  the  neck,  has  recently  been  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  has  been  treated 
at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 
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Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland. — One  boy  ('leaver')  and  5 girls 
('leavers')  had  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland.  The  boy  was 
born  in  Hereford,  but  had  resided  2 years  ago  in  Devonshire  for  a 
period  of  two  years. 

A girl  had  resided  in  Leicester  up  to  1914.  In  2 cases  (girls) 
there  was  a good  deal  of  enlargement  and  in  the  remaining  cases 
(3  girls  and  1 boy)  a moderate  amount  of  enlargement.  The  six 
children  had  drunk  the  town  water,  which  is  very  soft. 

It  will  be  seen  from  a previous  part  of  the  report  that  there 
arc  still  a number  of  houses  not  connected  with  the  town  water 
supply.  Well  water  is  usually  very  hard. 

Nervous  System. — Two  boys  (‘  entrants  ’)  had  paralysis  of  the 
foot  as  the  result  of  infantile  paralysis.  One  boy  (‘  entrant  ’) 
suffered  from  habit  spasm  (twitching  of  the  shoulders). 

A girl  (‘  entrant  ’)  had  some  paralysis  of  the  right  leg  and  foot. 
Another  ‘entrant  ’ (girl)  was  subject  to  night  terrors.  Two  ‘ leavers  ’ 
(girls)  suffered  from  chorea  (slight)  and  hysteria  respectively. 

Speech. — Three  boys  (1  ‘ entrant  ’ and  2 ‘ leavers  ’)  stammered, 
and  in  connection  with  12  boys  and  12  girls  the  articulation  was 
defective.  The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


Nasal  voice.  Lisp.  Thick. 
B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

I I 3 

4 I I 2 I 


Other. 
B.  G. 

2 8 


Entrants 

Leavers 


Nasal  voice  is  usually  in  association  with  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids.  Other  defective  articulation  refers  to  a difficulty  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  younger  children  to  articulate  properly. 

Mental  Condition. — One  boy  and  2 girls  were  mentally 
defective,  19  bo>s  (1  ‘ entrant,’  18  ‘ leavers  ’)  and  20  girls  (‘  leavers  ;) 
were  dull  and  7 boys  (2  ‘ entrants,’  5 ‘ leavers  ’)  and  8 girls  (3 
‘ entrants,’  5 ‘ leavers  ’)  were  somewhat  dull. 

Skin  Disease. — The  conditions  found  were  as  follows  : — 


Entrants. 
B.  G. 


Leavers. 
b.  c,. 


Ringworm  (a)  scalp 


(6)  face 


1 1 


Impetigo  (face) 
Eczema 


4 1 


2 1 

1 2 

6 


o 

o 


2 


4 


Seborrhoea  (scalp) 
Other 


1 
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Three  boys  ('entrants’)  had  a sore  on  the  lobe  of  the  ear,  and  3 
boys  (‘  entrants  ’)  had  sores  in  connection  with  the  face  (2)  and  heel 
(1).  A girl  (‘  leaver  ’)  had  septic  fingers. 

Rickets. — Signs  of  rickets  in  early  life  are  seen  in  bowed  legs, 
flat  forehead,  beaded  ribs,  and  other  deformities  ; 1 boy  and  3 girls 
were  affected. 


Deformities  : — 

Associated  with  infantile  paralysis 

Associated  with  rickets 

Lameness 

Spinal  Curvature 

(a)  anterior  

( b ) posterior  

( c ) posterior  and  lateral  . . 

Hydrocephalic  head  

Flat  chest 

Barrel-shaped  chest  

Alar  ,,  


Entrants.  Leavers. 
B G.  B.  G. 

2 1 II 

3 - 

- I - - 


I 


I 

I 


I 


I 

I 

I 


I 


Boys. — Two  ‘ entrants  ’ had  eversion  of  the  left  foot,  result  of 
acute  Polio-myelitis.  One  boy  (‘  leaver  ’)  had  left  talipes-varus 
from  the  same  cause. 


Girls.- — One  ‘ entrant  ’ had  lameness  of  one  leg,  result  of  old 
tubercular  disease  of  hip. 

Other  Disease  or  Defects.— Three  boys  (2  ‘ entrants,’ 
1 ‘ leaver’)  had  Stomatitis.  Eleven  boys  (‘  leavers  ’)  and  11  girls 
‘ leavers)  had  irregular  teeth. 

A boy  (‘  entrant  ’)  suffered  from  Gastro-enteritis,  and  2 girls 
(‘  entrants  ’)  from  Whooping-cough. 


SPECIAL  CASES. 

Each  head-teacher  was  requested  to  bring  to  my  notice  at  the 
time  of  medical  inspection  any  children  other  than  ‘ entrants  ’ and 
‘ leavers  ’ who  were  in  ill-health  or  suffered  from  defective  vision, 
deafness,  or  who  were  badly  nourished,  dirty  and  neglected.  Altogether 
124  boys  and  82  girls  were  examined.  A complete  examination  was 
not  made,  but  attention  was  concentrated  on  the  particular  disease  or 
defect ; at  the  same  time  any  other  abnormal  conditions  were  noted. 

The  ages  in  years  of  the  children  were  as  follows  : — 


Ages  in  years 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Boys 

8 

9 

16 

11 

12 

15 

16 

11 

23 

3 

Girls 

1 

4 

7 

12 

11 

1 7 

16 

5 

8 

1 

The  defects  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  73. 

Defective  Eyesight. — The  defects  found  were  as  follows : — 

Boys.— 6-i2ths,  G-i2ths  (n,  11,  13).  6-i8ths,  G-iSths  (11,  11), 
6-24! hs'  6-24H1S  (11),  6-361  hs,  6-36H1S  (9,  10,  12,  12),  6-6oths,  6-6oths 
(10),  6-24H1S,  6-ptlis  (13),  6-24U1S,  6-i2ths  (13).  6-24H1S,  6-36U1S 
(10),  6-24ths,  6-0  (10),  6-361  hs,  6-i2ths  (8),  6-36H1S,  6-24ths  (12), 
6-36ths,  6-i8ths  (13), 

Girls.  -6-i8ths,  6-i8ths  (8,  12,  14),  6-24ths,  6-24ths  (9,  10,  11), 
6-36U1S,  6-36H1S  (10,  10,  13,  13),  6-9ths,  6-i2ths  (8,  11),  6-i2ths, 
6-6ths  (12),  6-i2ths,  6-i8th  (8). 

I'h**  number  in  brackets  is  the  age  of  the  child. 
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External  Disease  oe  Eve. — Boys. — Double  blepharitis  and 
conjunctivitis  (5),  double  blepharitis  (11),  double  blepharitis,  left 
conjunctivitis,  corneal  ulcers  (14),  opacity  of  lense  (right  eye)  causing 
blindness  (10),  nystagmus  (10),  ptosis  of  left  eye  (10), 

Girls. — Left  conjunctivitis  (10),  right  blepharitis  (n),  double 
blepharitis  (7). 

The  number  in  brackets  is  the  age  in  years. 

Ten  children  (7  boys  and  3 girls)  had  previously  had  their  eye- 
sight tested  at  the  Clinic.,  and  5 boys  and  2 girls  were  wearing 
spectacles  ; 4 boys  and  2 girls  had  been  treated  at  the  Victoria 
Hospital  and  1 at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  3 boys 
and  2 girls  were  wearing  spectacles  ; a boy  had  been  treated  by  an 
optician  and  was  wearing  spectacles.  Children  were  re-examined 
at  the  School  in  cases  where  it  was  stated  the  spectacles  were  not 
suitable,  but  in  many  cases  this  was  used  as  an  excuse  for  not  wearing 
them. 


Ear  Disease. — In  addition  to  the  information  given  in  the 
table,  a boy  aged  10  years  suffered  from  disease  off  and  on  in  both 
ears,  and  a boy  13  years  from  right  ear  disease  sometimes.  A boy 
aged  9 years  had  old  left  ear  disease.  A girl  aged  8 years  had 
previously  suffered  from  discharge  in  both  ears. 

Deafness. — Ten  boys  and  4 girls  suffered  from  deafness  in 
both  ears,  the  amount,  as  ascertained  by  the  whisper  test  (normal 
hearing  20  feet),  and  the  probable  causes  are  given  in  brackets. 

Boys. — -At  5 feet  (n  years,  tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  in 
1914),  (8  years,  tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  in  1912),  (10  years) 
(11  years,  double  ear  discharge). 

At  10  feet  (10  years,  double  ear  discharge),  (n  years),  (8  years, 
left  ear  discharge,  wax  in  right  ear),  (8  years,  tonsils  and  adenoids 
previously  removed  at  Cheltenham). 

At  15  feet  (9  years  and  10  years,  wax). 

Girls.— At  5 feet  (11  years,  11  years),  at  4 feet  (11  years),  right 
at  10  feet,  8 at  15  feet  (7  years). 

Seven  boys  and  3 girls  suffered  from  deafness  in  one  ear. 

Boys. — At  15  feet  (13  years,  old  left  ear  disease),  (7  years,  right 
ear  discharge  after  Scarlet  Fever),  (10  years,  wax). 

At  10  feet  (9  years,  right  from  wax),  (6  years),  (6  years,  left  ear 
discharge). 

At  5 feet  (13  years,  right,  old  discharge  after  Scarlet  Fever). 
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Girls. — At  15  foot  (8  years,  right  from  wax),  (13  years,  loft  from 
wax),  (10  years,  right,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  present), 
(ri  years,  loft). 

In  the  following  oases  the  whisper  test  was  normal  in  some 
cases,  and  in  other  cases  when  omitted  deafness  was  found  by  the 
watch  test.  These  cases  are  not  included  in  the  table. 

Boys. — Both  cars:  8 years  (R.  gin.,  L.  2in.)  ; n (R.  ilfcct, 
L.  ii  feet). 

One  ear  : 13  (R.  bin.)  ; 11  (L.  gin.). 

Girls.  -Both  ears:  8 (R.  i|  feet,  L.  il  feet);  9 (R.  iin  , 
L.  iin.)  ; 10  (R.  gin.,  I-  bin.). 

(hie  ear  : 7 (R.  bin.)  ; (L.  ifin.). 

In  the  above  cases, where  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  tonsils 
and  adenoids  had  been  carried  out, the  operation  was  not  perfoamed 
sufficiently  early  to  prevent  deafness  ; at  the  same  time  there 
was  in  most  cases  an  improvement  in  the  hearing. 

Tuberculosis. — Four  boys,  aged  b,  8,  9 and  10  years,  were 
suffering  from  Phthisis,  and  one  boy  aged  13  years  and  a girl  aged 
9 years  from  suspicious  Phthisis.  The  final  diagnosis  in  g cases, 
boys  (7,  8,  10  and  n years)  is  based  on  the  report  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Two  boys  aged  7 and  10  years  were  stated  to  be  free  from 
Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular  Disease. — A girl  aged  9 years  had  tuber- 
cular disease  of  the  bones  of  one  leg. 

Heart. — A boy  aged  10  years,  and  a girl  aged  12  years,  had 
suffered  from  a dilated  heart.  Two  girls  aged  8 years  suffered  from 
mitral  disease  and  congenital  disease  of  the  heart  respectively. 

Other  Diseases. — Boys  : Thickening  of  cartilages  of  nose 
causing  obstruction  to  breathing  (13),  flat  chest  (7  and  13),  pigeon 
chest  (13),  rupture  and  left  talipes  varus  (13),  kyphosus  (ig). 

A girl,  8 years,  had  a scar  abo've  the  left  eye  caused  through 
an  injury,  and  suffered  from  neuralgia  in  consequence. 

The  five  girls  who  had  enlargement  of  the  Thyroid  gland  belonged 
to  Hereford,  and  had  lived  in  houses  provided  with  the  town  water 
supply. 
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HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES,  SOCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

CONDITIONS. 

(e)  General  review  oj  the  relation  of  home  circumstances  and 
social  and  industrial  conditions  to  the  health  and  physical  condition 
oj  the  children  inspected,  as  jar  as  facts  hearing  on  this  point  have 
come  under  notice. 

A large  number  of  visits  were  made  during  the  year  by  the 
School  Nurse  at  the  homes  of  the  children,  in  connection  with 
following-up  (507  visits),  uncleanliness  and  neglect  (48  visits).  A 
1 irge  number  of  miscellaneous  visits  were  also  made  in  regard  to 
infectious  disease  and  other  matters. 

In  some  of  the  homes  of  the  people  there  is  still  a good  deal  of 
ignorance,  indifference  and  neglect.  Throughout  all  classes  there 
is  need  for  more  thrift  in  regard  to  food,  in  making  economical 
dishes  and  using  articles  of  food  to  the  best  advantage.  We  have 
still  a good  deal  to  learn  from  the  French.  English  people  are  often 
very  wasteful  in  regard  to  food,  and  money  is  not  expended  to  the 
best  advantage. 

The  older  girls  attending  the  elementary  schools  are  taught 
how  to  prepare  economical  dishes,  and  the  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Education  at  the  small  cost  of  a penny,  in  which  suggestions 
are  made  for  simple  and  nourishing  meals  for  the  home,  has  been 
found  very  useful.  Although  this  pamphlet  was  issued  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  War,  the  suggestions  apply  at  all  times.  In  regard 
to  economy  in  food,  in  the  words  given  in  the  ' Introduction  ’ the 
whole  matter  may  be  summed  up  in  three  phrases  : (1)  Buy  economi- 
cally, (2)  Prepare  carefully,  and  (3)  Avoid  all  waste. 

A class  was  held  for  women  at  the  Cookery  Centre,  Hereford, 
and  this  was  well  attended  on  the  whole,  but  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  poorest  women  present  ; if  people  are  poor 
there  is  all  the  more  need  for  economy. 

In  a certain  number  of  homes  visited  by  the  School  Nurse,  it 
has  been  found  that  the  children  are  dirty,  neglected,  and  insuffi- 
ciently fed,  on  account  of  the  intemperance  of  one  or  both  parents. 
This  neglect  is  not  confined  to  persons  who  habitually  get  drunk, 
but  is  more  common  among  persons  who  take  more  alcohol  than  is 
desirable,  or  who  buy  more  than  they  can  afford,  and  stint  themselves 
and  their  children  in  regard  to  food,  and  yet  may  never  be  seen 
drunk. 

If  any  evidence  is  needed,  one  has  only  to  turn  to  the  last 
report  of  the  Chief  Constable  to  the  Licensing  Bench.  It  is  stated 
that  there  arc  106  persons  licensed  for  the  retail  and  consumption 
of  liquor  on  the  premises,  and  a calculation  based  on  these  figures 
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shows  that  there  is  one  such  licensed  house  for  the  retail  of  drink 
to  every  212  of  the  City  inhabitants  (including  children).  Even  if 
allowance  be  made  for  accommodation  provided  for  persons  from 
the  country,  there  is  too  much  alcohol  from  a health  point  of  view 
being  consumed  by  a number  of  persons  of  all  classes. 

From  time  to  time  cases  of  neglect  are  reported  to  the  E.S.P.C.C. 
and  very  good  results  have  followed  after  a visit  by  Inspector 
McKee.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  prosecution  of  neglectful 
parents  has  a wholesome  effect.  One  sometimes  comes  across  cases 
of  bad  nutrition  in  children,  on  account  of  insufficient  allowance 
by  the  father  being  made  to  the  mother  to  provide  proper  food  and 
clothing,  and  such  cases  may  not  be  bad  enough  to  be  brought 
before  the  Bench,  as  it  is  often  only  in  the  worst  cases  that  a con- 
viction can  be  obtained.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  an  insufficient 
allowance  out  of  his  wages  were  made  by  the  father,  and  also  a 
certificate  of  a doctor  obtained  stating  that  the  children  were 
badly  nourished  in  consequence,  it  would  be  a simple  plan  to  have 
a definite  amount  of  the  father’s  wages  paid  direct  to  the  wife  ; 
if  such  an  order  could  be  made  by  the  Bench  a good  deal  of 
misery  would  be  prevented.  There  are  numerous  cases  of  neglect 
which  under  the  present  system,  it  is  useless  to  bring  before  the 
Bench  ; it  appears  to  be  a matter  of  waiting  for  the  worst  possible 
cases. 


TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

(/)  “ Review  of  the  methods  employed  or  available  for  the  treat- 
ment oj  dejects , such  as  defective  eyesight,  carious  teeth,  nasal  obstruc- 
tion or  adenoids,  tonsillitis,  discharging  ears,  pediculosis,  ringworm 
and  other  skin  diseases,  including  an  account  of  the  action  of  school 
nurses  in  obtaining  or  assisting  in  the  treatment  of  such  defects." 

Cleanliness. 

On  page  84,  Annual  Report  for  1913,  a full  account  was  given 
of  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  verminous  children. 

Ihe  arrangements  and  procedure  in  connection  with  children 
who  have  a verminous  condition  of  the  head,  including  the  serving 
of  the  white  and  red  notices,  and  the  inspection  at  the  school  by  the 
School  Nurse,  were  made  shortly  after  Miss  Clarke  took  up  her 
duties,  and  the  first  school  was  visited  in  July,  1913.  The  scheme 
was  not  initiated  by  the  Care  Committee,  which  met  for  the  first 
time  on  Sept.  13th,  1913.  'Ihe  School  Nurse,  on  her  second  visit 
to  the  school,  re-examines  all  children  who  had  previously  nits  in 
the  hair. 

It  was  suggested  at  a meeting  of  the  Care  Committee  that  the 
directions  in  the  cases  regard  to  cleansing  should  be  put  in  a 
simpler  form,  and  Miss  Smith  was  asked  to  assist  in  this  matter. 


78 


It  is  suggested  on  the  card  that  the  girls'  hair  should 
be  plaited  or  tied  back.  Several  Head  Teachers  asked  for  cards  to 
distribute  to  verminous  children  between  the  visits  of  the  School 
Nurse  to  the  school,  and  each  Head  Teacher  was  requested  to  send 
a list  to  me  of  children  to  whom  it  was  necessary  to  hand  the  white 
cards  for  delivery  to  their  parents.  In  some  cases  there  has  been 
an  absence  of  co-operation,  but  in  other  cases  the  teachers  have 
heartily  co-operated.  It  is  most  important  that  the  head  teacher 
in  each  school  should  interview  the  parents  (in  any  case  the  mother) 
of  verminous  children,  and  impress  upon  them  the  importance  of 
sending  their  children  to  school  clean.  Some  teachers  do  this  with 
very  marked  effect,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  see  what  good  results 
have  been  accomplished  in  some  of  the  schools*  On  the  other  hand 
there  are  a few  teachers  who  appear  to  be  afraid  to  bring  matters 
of  cleanliness  to  the  notice  of  parents  on  account  of  the  abuse  which 
sometimes  follows  ; parents  should  be  given  clearly  to  understand 
that  their  children  must  be  sent  to  school  clean,  and  in  the  case  of 
girls  free  from  any  nits  whatever.  The  mother  reaches  a certain 
stage  in  the  cleansing  of  the  children’s  heads,  and  in  a good  many 
cases  effects  some  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  hair,  but 
never  entirely  gets  rid  of  the  nits. 

In  May  I presented  a report  to  the  Education  Committee,  in 
which  I suggested  that  each  class  teacher  should  examine  the 
children  weekly  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  and  report  any  cases  of 
uncleanliness  to  the  Head  Teacher  ; it  was  also  suggested  that  the 
girls  should  be  advised  to  have  their  hair  plaited  and  tied  back.  A 
copy  of  these  suggestions  was  sent  to  the  correspondent  of  each 
school. 

In  some  cases  the  Managers  have  not  taken  much  interest, 
either  in  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  school  children  or  the 
school  premises. 

At  Cambridge  there  is  a lady  manager  attached  to  each  school, 
who  undertakes  to  do  visiting  at  the  homes  ; a lady  is  much  more 
competent  and  usually  takes  more  interest  in  regard  to  cleanliness 
than  a man,  and  I would  suggest  that  in  some  schools,  at  any  rate, 
lady  managers  should  be  appointed.  Ihe  lady  managers  at  Cam- 
bridge form  the  Care  Committee.  The  members  of  the  Hereford 
City  Care  Committee  do  very  little  visiting,  although  a good  deal 
of  useful  work  might  be  carried  out  at  the  homes  oi  dirty  and 
neglected  children.  Further  reference  is  made  to  this  matter  under 
the  work  of  the  Care  Committee. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of  verminous  heads 
found  in  the  schools  at  the  time  of  the  first  inspection  in  1915  : — 
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I hilly-four  visits  were  made  to  schools  bv  the  School  „„ 


;md  three  times  in  4 schools;  there 
examine  the  worst  cases,  viz.,  i 
schools  1 visit.  Altogether  4,433 
boys)  in  connection  with  2,922  cl 
were  made. 


2,922  children  (1,439  boys,  1,483  girls) 


I lie  results  arc  divided  into  three  groups  : — (1)  bad,  (2)  moderate, 
and  (3)  slight.  ' 

l ndei  the  term  bad  are  included  children  with  a very  large 
numbei  of  nits  in  the  hair,  and  also  those  with  pcdiculi.  Included 
under  the  term  ‘ moderate’  are  those  with  a fair  number  of  nits 
m t le  hail,  but  not  pcdiculi,  and  under  ' slight  ’ those  children  with 
only  a small  number  of  nits. 

flic  a\ ei age  percentage  lor  each  group  examined  during  iqis 
was  as  follows  : — 


Bad.  Moderate.  Slight. 

•74  1.7  4.2 

10.7  13.8  21.8 


Boys  . . 
Girls  .. 


llie  percentage  of  ‘ bad’  in  1913  was  : - Boys  3.7,  and  girls 
20.4  , in  1914,  boys  1.1,  and  girls  10.9.  In  1914  the  percentage 
?1  . moderate  was  : Boys  1.2,  and  girls  1G.8  ; the  percentage  of 
slight  was  boys  3-2,  girls  22.3.  there  is  still  room  for  a good 
deal  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  heads.  Useful  work 
can  be  done  by  members  of  the  Care  Committee  in  visiting  at  the 
homes. 

1 he  clothing  was  found  to  be  defective  in  5.4  per  cent  of  the 
boys,  and  2.7  per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

Othci  defects  noted  were  as  follows  : — Ringworm  5 cases, 
impetigo  7,  sores  15,  ear  discharge  6,  inflamed  eyes  5. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  homes  by  the  School  Nurse  in  62 
cases,  and  14  ghls  and  3 boys  were  treated  in  connection  with 
pcdiculi  and  sores  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 

In  legal d to  some  of  the  worst  cases,  it  would  appear  that 
nothing  less  than  prosecution  will  overcome  the  neglect  on  the  part 
ol  the  parents.  In  December  I inspected  a number  of  children  at 
three  schools,  in  connection  with  whom  red  notices  had  been  served, 
and  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  heads,  excluded  8 children 
front  school.  These  cases  were  reported  by  Mr.  D.  Allen  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Attendance  Sub-Committee.  In  each  ease  the  red 
notice  had  been  sent  to  the  father  by  post,  in  several  easts  by  regis- 
tered post  ; no  action  was  taken,  but  it  was  suggested  that  the  red 
notices  should  be  served  on  the  father  at  the  home,  and  Mr.  Steplic  ns, 


tO 

IX  M 

d lx  wo 

cove  X 

to  CO  O'  w 

x x H IX  m 

0-1  (V,  Ci  H 

to  ON 

M H X X 

vo  VO  w 

CN 

H X 

ON  d 

XXX 

X CO 

X rl* 

Tt*  d Tt- 

In  X rn 

X M x 

X X X H X -<t*X  vo  VO  M X 

d 

vo  X 

*f  M d- 

d 

OC  H 
X •-» 

fOvO 

d lx 
lx  d 

CON 
X M 

to  C d m 
lx  d 

NN  M Tf  d d M M 

CN 

IX  H 

CN 

l X H d "+  M 

O' 

H HfS  ^ 

H 4 

d 

M 

X MX* 

On 

Tj-  Tt- 

On 

• 

X 

ON 

to 

On 

• H 

• X 

X 

ON 

lx  d 

ON 

ON 

ON 

Th  X 

ON 

M IN 

O' 

On  X M 

X 

vo  x x d m ci  ci  m ci  ci  ci  m 

In  In  m m 

Cl 

M 

X X 
C O'. 

ci  M 

! « 

^ lx 

In  d 
•o-  T" 
vO 

x m d 

to  T*-  CO 

to 

X tox  X 

COX  to 

V-  M 

Cn  C Thvo  O Cl  O 

d M X M d M M 

o 

to  H X 

IN  M 

o 

. In  On  to  X XX 

. »o  »-» 

vo 

r 

X vdIN  ,r> 
InCO  ^ iO  H 

dl 

rj-  CN 
X 

d M CO  lx  • 
Tf-  MX* 

VO 

X Cl  H 
»o  X 

VO 

X • 

d 

X 

VO 

M VO 

w d 
VO 

vo 

• IX 

• d 

M ^ rf- 
X 

VO 

Cl  lx 
In  m 

VO 

vo  co  • 

X 

vo. 

• d CO 

• X ci 

vo 

d Cl  07 
X X 

VO 

On  ci  co 
On  Cl  M 

Cl 

-rf-  O x ci  -tX  In  x co  In  ON  ON  Cl 

XVO  tr>  rf- 
Cl  Cl 

M 

i r, 

M 

c c 

X In 

vo  vo 

co 

In  x M co 

' 1 

s- 

X Tf 
O'  X 
d 

to  lx 

CO 

to  lx  d 
lx  to 

e d x 

C CO 

CO 

C M lx  Tj* 
d ^-o 

d 

^O  tODd  Mtj- 
Cv  d H 

d 

x lx  d 

Cl 

X 

C'^-C',  • • M 

• M * * 

X 

TMNX('1  10 

•'fr  Cl  if.M 

H f 

M o 

CO 

On  • X on  • 

M 

X 

on  d • 

M M 

X 

M 

lx 

d 

X 

H Tj- 

CO  M 

Cl 

X 

• H 

• X 

vo  CO  CO 
d 

X 

Tt-X 

Cl 

X 

O d • 

X 

X 

• o Cl  • 

• M M • 

X 

d VO  d 

O d 

X 

X M rt- 
X M 

M 

vo  X X -+  CO  X -rt  CO  M -f  X O'.  M M 

O O Cl  ci 

M M 

X 

X VO 

Cl  Cl 
X X 

Cl 

X Cl  • • 

a 

d «o 
*■*  rr 

d »o 

CO  d 

CO 

co 

d Tt"  • 

CO  CO 

to  d to 

d 

X -t 

H ttc 
d 

to  TT  Cv  (XX  OWO 

CO 

X 

d Tt-  h 

X 

X 

X to  vo  X X lx 

. X 

X 

•^■co  c to  O 

X to  V!  CO  H 

H h 

X ON 
X 

X M tox  • 
d d ■ 

X 

■tj*  O H 

x d 

X 

d • 

X 

to 

X 

• d 

X H 
X 

X 

• vo 

• vo 

• M 

X M M 

X 

X 

X ON 

CO 

vo  H » 
to 

X 

. d d x 

. M 

X 

O VO  M 

x d 

X 

VO  M CN 
vo  M 

M 

X d XX  M XX  Cl  Cl  X rf-  X X M 

X d M 

M M 

• M 

In 

Cl  X M 

to  X 

X co 

d X M x 

»o 

m X 

d lx  to 

cove  t#- 

CnvO  h co 

on 

to  x lx  c to  m 

ON  to  • 

Q\ 

. H XX  to  X o 

IX  0!  ^ w 

d ON 

ON  d ^X 

d h d 

d 

Th 

d d 

-r 

X 

X 

lx  d 

ON 

In  d 

(N  VO  X 

In  XX 

X XX 

X X X M co  d*  VO  VO  M X 

d 

CN 

-t-x 

X M x 

d lx 

<C  CO 

to 
lx  d 

X M M 

X M 

co  O to 
lx  d 

d Tt-  M d M 

Cn 

IX  M 

Cn 

x d x ci 

CN 

O o Vt  N H 

H ton 

IX 

M 

M d VO  • 

ON 

X M 

ON 

ON 

ON 

vo  • 

ON 

* 

• X 

ON  • 

ON 

lx  ci 
o. 

CN 

ON 

• vo  Cl 

ON 

rf-  rf* 

X M 

ON  VC  CO 
X 

vo  In  X Cl  M Cl  Cl  M X d Cl  Cl  M 

In  In  m m 

Cl 

X X 
ON  O' 

> 

O'  tr. 

C d 
co 

m CO 
d M 

X O d 

■^-x 

d 

to  Cur, 
O co 
d 

coo  ^ w 

H COX 
d 

X M o O lx  d ^ 

O M 

X 

lx  to  d • 
d 

X 

mx  x d h lx 

• M M 

X 

vo  IX  Ir.oo  to 
xvo  (l 

H h 

H O 

VO 

lx  M X d • 

o d • 

X 

X Th  M 
d 

X 

M • 

d 

X 

X 

M M 

d • 
d • 
X 

• d 

• d 

• M 

X • M 

X • 

CO 

IN  In 
d 

X 

X H • 

X 

X 

• X On  d 

• d 

X 

XX  X 
X Tj- 
d 

ON  Cl  X 
O'  Cl  M 

Cl 

rf-  o x d TfX  N X X N CN  ON  ^ Cl 
xvo  X -t 

d d 

M 

o 

M 

ON  O 

d co 

X X 

Cl  ^ • X 

- 

c 

S0' 

CO  to 

to  CO  d 

lx  IX 

d vo  co 

to  O d M 

M CO 

M 

M M X X X M M 

X M 

M 

d to  H • 
tJ- 

M 

• X X lx  • • H 

. X • • 

M 

d VO  o 0 0 
d V0  VC 

H O 

X 

X • • ■ 

Tf  • • • 

M 

X 

-?h 

M 

vo 

Th 

H 

M H 

X • 

Tj-  • 

• • 

• X 

lx  * H 

H 

vo  d 

In  h • 

• XX* 

• Tj- 
M 

M X d 
d d 

M 

X m rt* 

X M 

M 

VOXX  '3-XXTf-XM  Tj-tOXM  M 

O o ci  c; 

M M 

X 

vo  vo 
■*■}■ 
M M 

Cl  Cl  • • 

X X d CC  O N 
*0  CO  Cl  VO 


In  • co  co  ^ h ro  >o 
lx  • 00 


CO  to  VO  N hO  ^-HfOOOtO  OO  On  M t*-  d 
lx  H o VC  X X d 


O Tt*  H M 

OO 


VO 

00 


O) 

IN 


lx  VO 
00 


MX  VO 
00  00 


00  VC  d d CO  H VO  M O 00  d 10,00  H CO  CO  d Cl  CO  ^vo  CO  H 

In  VO  Cl  VO  M rj-  x d m 

t-i  H M MM 


^ In  d 

X M 

rr  IN  • 

X ^ Cl 

IN  m x 

Thx  X vO  X vo 

O vo  ci  d • 

rj-  d 

X 

5 

5 

2 

X CJ  H CO  CO 

X M 

X 

■ Th  d • 

XX 

~T  X 

M X 

o O'. 

xci 

O O d 

O ci  x Cl  X d M 

X M 

IN 

1 ro  ci 

X 

t}- 

H TT 

H IN 

In  ci 

X M 

IN  d 

ON 

ON 

ON 

H CO  ^ H 

ON 

O' 

. 1 ^ rr 

vC  O' 

Ox* 

C XX 

XC'Tj-K 

M o x O X o VC 

X VO  M M • 

vo  M 

d 

2 

2 

I 

I CN  O 

X On 

X 

. UO  X • 

XX 

d Cl 

x O • 

C x 

d -r  (N 

d M M M M 

d 

X 

• M 

Cl  Cl 

d M 

X 

Cl 

X 

X 

X 

H H 

X 

X 

X 

rh  x 

vo  d Cl 

rN  ci 

ON 

• Cl  Tf- 

X M 

ON 

ON 

CN 

ON 

X O 

X d • 

• ON  X M 

ONVO 

T*-  M 

to 

• d m 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X VO 

X M • 

• X ON  • 

M X 

(N 

X 

. VO 

X 

H 

M 

M 

M 

to  CO  rj-  • ■ d 

00  X • • 


TT  00  CO 00  Cl 


z' 

/ 


< 

W 

0 


X 

H 

P 


« 

> 

w 

w 

z, 

< 

t-J 

o 

u 

X 

<3 

• > 

w 

H 

If) 

>* 

< 

*2. 

< 

w 

CO 

Q 

w 

o 

Q 

z 

< 

1 

CO 

CO 

p 

X 

Q 

ffi 

X 

H 

co 

o 

w 

H 

< 

X 

o 

> 

H 

X 

w 

h) 

< 

z 

X 

V, 

< 

w 

z 

w 

p 

w 

w 

w 

H 

w 

s 

l-l 

a 

CO 

H 

w 

X 

X 

X 

V 

u 

o 

X 

w 

w 

ffl 

p 

w 

w 

X 

(2 

Q 

H 

CO 

* Each  eye  (normal  vision).  t 20  feet  each  ear  (normal  hearing). 


Si 


School  Attendance  Officer,  kindly  consented  to  carry  out  this  work, 
which  has  necessitated  a good  many  visits  in  the  evening  during 
the  last  few  months;  good  results  have  followed. 

Recently  1 excluded  another  9 children  from  two  schools  for 
the  same  reason  as  before,  and  the  cases  were  reported  at  a meeting 
of  the  Attendance  Sub-Committee  on  April  nth,  1916.  It  was 
decided  by  the  Committee  that  the  parents  should  be  summoned, 
and  four  parents  were  prosecuted  on  April  20th  ; in  one  case  a 
fine  of  2s.  6d.,  and  in  three  cases  a fine  of  10s.  was  imposed  by 
the  Bench. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Board 
of  Education  for  1914,  particulars  are  given  of  the  action  taken  by 
Local  Education  Authorities  against  parents  who,  after  repeated 
warnings,  failed  to  keep  their  children  in  a clean  condition. 

(«)  Prosecution  under  the  Attendance  Bye-Laws. 

Forty-two  Authorities,  in  cases  where  the  children’s  heads  were 
still  verminous  after  numerous  warnings,  took  proceedings  against 
the  parents  under  the  Attendance  Bye-Laws,  it  being  considered 
that  the  necessary  exclusion  of  a child  from  school  with  a verminous 
head  was  not  a reasonable  excuse  for  its  absence  from  school.  Even 
where  cleansing  stations  have  been  established  the  above  method  is 
the  usual  one  adopted. 

( b ) Prosecutions  under  Section  12  of  the  Children’s  Act, 

1908. 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  12  (1)  of  the  above  Act  have  been  taken 
by  8 Authorities,  against  parents  who  have  persistently  neglected 
their  children.  Most  of  these  prosecutions  have  been  in  respect  of 
defective  vision. 

Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  neglect  in  this  town  are  reported 
to  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  in  1914 
action  was  taken  by  the  Society  in  regard  to  one  case,  where 
a man  neglected  his  wife  and  children.  This  case  is  referred  to  on 
page  97  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1914. 

( c ) Prosecutions  under  Section  122  of  the  Children  Act, 

1908. 

Section  122  of  the  Act  gives  a Local  Education  Authority  power 
to  examine  the  person  and  clothing  of  any  child  attending  a Public 
Elementary  School,  and  if  the  child  is  infected  with  vermin,  or  is 
in  a filthy  condition,  to  iequire  the  parent  or  guardian  to  cleanse 
the  person  and  clothing  within  24  hours.  If  I he  parent  or  guardian 
fails  to  comply  with  this  requirement,  the  Authority  may  themselves 
take  steps  to  have  the  person  and  clothing  of  the  child  cleansed,  and 
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under  Sub-Section  4,  where  after  the  cleansing,  the  parent  or 
guardian  allows  the  child  to  get  into  such  a condition  that  it  is 
again  necessary  to  proceed  under  this  Section,  the  parent,  or 
guardian,  shall  on  summary  conviction,  be  liable  to  a fine  not 
exceeding  10  shillings. 

Only  a few  Local  Education  Authorities  prosecuted  parents 
under  this  Section. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  for  Stoke-on-Trent  stated  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1914  that  : — “ Proceedings  under  Section  122 
of  the  Children  Act  are  so  complicated  and  so  full  of  legal  pitfalls, 
that  no  use  has  been  made  of  this  measure.” 

In  the  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  Yorkshire  North 
Riding,  it  is  stated  that  : — ” Arrangements  for  cleansing  must  be 
available  before  action  under  this  Section  is  possible.  No  cleansing 
station  has  been  established  in  the  Riding,  consequently  proceedings 
under  the  Act  were  impossible.” 

In  the  large  majority  of  cases  where  action  has  been  taken  by 
Education  Authorities  in  the  past  respecting  verminous  children, 
it  has  been  under  the  Attendance  Bye-laws.  In  Section  122  of  the 
Children  Act,  1908,  the  request  to  the  parent  or  guardian  to  cleanse 
the  person  and  clothing  of  the  child  within  24  hours,  and  action 
taken  on  the  failure  of  the  parent  or  guardian  to  afterwards  keep  the 
child  clean,  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  the  clothing  and  person 
of  the  child  were  in  a verminous  condition.  The  body  would  be 
cleansed  and  the  clothing  disinfected,  but  it  would  be  quite  impos- 
sible to  get  rid  of  a large  number  of  nits  in  the  hair  of  a child  by  one 
cleansing  ; this  would  take  at  least  a week.  Moreover,  one  not 
infrequently  sees  children  whose  body  and  clothing  are  fairly  clean, 
but  who  have  a large  number  of  nits  in  the  hair. 

The  cleansing  centre  is  of  service  in  connection  with  the  cleansing 
of  children  whose  person  and  clothing  is  verminous.  For  cleansing 
purposes  it  is  necessary  to  have  a bath  with  hot  and  cold  water  laid 
on,  and  also  a disinfector  for  dealing  with  the  clothing. 

Reference  was  made  on  page  86,  Annual  Report  for  1914,  to 
shower  baths  for  cleansing  purposes. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  children  who  attend  the  swim- 
ming classes  at  the  baths  benefit  also  in  regard  to  the  bathing,  but 
I would  again  suggest  that  no  children  who  are  dirty,  or  whose  heads 
are  in  a verminous  condition,  or  who  suffer  from  ear  discharge  or 
skin  disease,  should  be  allowed  to  use  the  baths.  It  is  important  % 
that  clean  persons  who  use  the  baths  should  not  be  infected  with 
vermin  through  using  a dressing  box  previously  used  by  a verminous 
person.  It  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  school  teachers  were  re- 
quested to  exclude  such  children  as  I have  referred  to  above. 
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Clothing  and  Footgear. — Where  the  clothing  or  footgear 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  (hr  attention  of  the  parents  was 
drawn  to  the  condition  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  matter 
was  remedied. 

TREATMENT  OF  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL 

DEFECTS. 

Where  defects  were  found  on  medical  inspection  and  no  treat- 
ment was  being  carried  out,  the  parents  were  advised  cither  verbally 
or  by  written  notice  to  consult  their  own  doctor  or  dentist.  After 
an  interval  of  2 to  4 weeks  the  School  Nurse  called  at  the  house  and 
enquired  whether  treatment  was  being  carried  out,  and  in  the 
absence  of  treatment  further  visits  were  made  until  the  condition 
was  remedied.  Altogether  507  visits  were  made  by  the  nurse  in 
regard  to  following  up,  and  the  large  majority  of  the  defects  were 
treated. 

Clinic. — Suitable  cases  are  referred  to  the  School  Clinic  for 
treatment. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Clinic  were  given  on  pages  87-89,  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 

From  the  beginning  of  June  Dr  Wood  was  re-appointed  for 
eye  diseases  ; Dr  Baldoek  for  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear  ; 
Dr.  Lane  as  anaesthetist,  in  each  case  for  a year.  Dr.  Machin  was 
appointed  dentist  from  the  beginning  of  July  for  the  same  period. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  Dr.  DuBuisson  attended 
the  Clinic  for  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear  ; Dr.  Chapman  as 
anaesthetist  and  Mr.  Ouintin  Miller  as  dentist. 

The  School  Nurse  assisted  the  doctors  and  dentist  at  the 
Clinic,  and  one  of  the  nurses  of  the  City  Nursing  and  Maternity 
Society  rendered  useful  help  on  operation  days. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  treatment  are  as  follows  : — 


External 

DISEASAS 

of  the  Eye  : — 

Ordinary. 

Clinic. 

Own  Doctor. 

Other. 

No  Treatment. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

Entrants 

1 

2 — 

1 1 

1 

Leavers 

— 2 

— — 

1 

— — 

“ Other  ” means  treatment  at  home  by  ointment  or  lotion 
obtained  from  the  chemist. 


Specials.  Own  doctor.  Victoria  Hospital. 

......  - 1 


Boys 

Girls 


2 
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Defective  Vision'. 


Ordinary. 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials. 
Boys  . . 

Girls  . . 


Victoria  Own  No 
( lime.  Hospital,  doctor,  treatment. 
B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

78  II  I - 3 - 

Clinic.  Victoria  Hospital,  Own  doctor. 
7 - 1 

9 1 


Squint.— An  entrant  (girl),  leaver  (boy),  and  2 specials  (boy 
and  girl ' were  treated  ; these  children  also  suffered  from  defective 
vision,  and  are  also  included  under  defective  vision.  A boy  (entrant) 
was  not  treated. 


A boy  (entrant)  with  blepharitis  left  the  town  for  Pontypool  ; 
two  boys  (leavers)  with  defective  vision,  left  school  before  any  treat- 
ment was  carried  out.  These  cases  are  referred  to  above. 


The  percentage  of  cases  treated  was  as  follows  : — 


Ordinary. 

Specials. 

No.  % 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

External  disease 

8 87 

3 

100 

Defective  vision 

19  86 

18 

100 

Squint 

2 75 

2 

100 

Clinic. — Fifteen 

boys  and  20  girls 

were  referred  to  the 

Clinic  for  treatment  as 

follows  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

1 

1 

2 

Leavers 

7 

10 

17 

Specials 

7 

9 

16 

Spectacles  were  ordered  for  7 ordinary  and  11  special  cases. 

Two  cases  medically  inspected  previous  to  1915  were  treated 
for  the  first  time  ; and  9 cases  previously  medically  inspected  were 
re-examine  d.  The  following  defects  were  found  : — 


Defects 

Entrants 

Lea' 

•ers. 

Specials. 

Other 

Cases. 

total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Myopia 

3 

*4 

2 

I 

I 2 

Hvpennetropia 

2 

I 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

1 

3 

4 

Hypermetropic  ditto 

I 

I 

1 

I 

3 

y 

Strabismus 

*1 

I 

Conjunctivitis  

I 

1 

2 

Blepharitis 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Opacities  

Old  Cylitis 

ti 

I 

I 

1 

Jt 

* Blind  (right  eye).  fAnd  left  amblybopia.  *And  right  conical  nebula-. 


Two  leavers  (girls)  and  i special  (girl)  were  found  to  have  normal 
vision.  Sometimes  children  are  unable  to  read  the  test  types 
properly  at  medical  inspection  on  account  of  nervousness. 

In  connection  with  errors  of  refraction,  it  will  be  seen  that  out 
of  26  cases,  in  10  there  was  hvpermetropia,  and  in  16  cases  myopia, 
i.e.,  38.5  per  cent,  were  long  sighted  and  61 .5  per  cent  short  sighted. 

One  entrant  (girl),  three  leavers  (2  boys  1 girl),  and  a special 
(boy)  suffering  from  defective  vision,  and  a leaver  (girl)  with 
blepharitis  and  conjunctivitis  were  treated  at  the  Clinic  in 
February,  1916.  Spectacles  were  ordered  for  the  previous  5 
children.  These  are  not  included  in  the  above  particulars. 


NOSE,  THROAT,  AND  EAR. 


The  number  and  percentage  of  cases  of  the  nose,  throat  and 
ear  medically  inspected  during  1915  and  treated,  was  as  follows 


Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

Adenoids 

Ear  disease 

Deafness 

Clinic. — Fifty-six  children 
follows  : — 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials 


Ordinary.  Specials. 


Vo. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

9 1 

4 1 

54 

2 l 

4 ( 

75 

9 

100 

6 

100 

8 

100 

7 

100 

were  treated  at  the  Clinic  as 


Boys. 

Girls. 

T otal. 

10 

9 

19 

5 

7 

12 

• 11 

14 

25 

Altogether,  25  operations  were  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  for  the 
removal  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 


The  particulars  of  treatment  carried  out  are  as  follows  : — 


Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials 


Clinic. 

B.  G. 

1 2 

— 2 

I 

Adenoids. 

- 1 

3 


Herefordshire 
General  Hospital. 

B.  G. 

1 

1 


In  the  above  cases  an  operation  was  performed. 
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In  one  case  (girl,  special)  medically  inspected  in  1913  the 
adenoids  were  removed,  and  in  respect  of  one  boy  (entrant)  and 
6 girls  (4  entrants  and  2 specials)  medically  inspected  in  1914,  the 
tonsils  and  adenoids  were  removed  at  the  Clinic  ; adenoids  were 
removed  from  two  boys  aged  6 and  7 years,  and  the  tonsils  and 
adenoids  from  a girl  aged  7 years,  examined  at  the  Inspection  Clinic, 
Town  Hall,  in  1915.  Two  boys  (specials)  with  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids,  and  two  boys  and  a girl  (specials)  with  adenoids  were 
operated  on  at  the  Clinic  in  February,  1916  ; these  arc  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  particulars. 

Two  children,  boy  (leaver)  and  girl  (special)  with  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  were  seen  by  their  own  doctor,  and  other  treat- 
ment, then  operation  was  performed.  A girl  (entrant)  was  treated 
at  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  the  same  condition. 

In  the  case  of  8 children  seen  at  the  Clinic,  operation  was 
refused  by  the  parents.  Five  of  these  children  were  boys  (4  entrants 
and  1 special)  and  three  girls  (leavers). 

Operation  was  also  refused  in  connection  with  3 bo}rs  (2  entrants, 
1 special)  and  2 girls  (leavers),  who  had  not  attended  the  Clinic. 

One  girl  (special)  medically  inspected  in  1913,  and  3 girls  and 
one  boy  (specials)  inspected  in  1914,  attended  the  Clinic,  but 
operation  was  refused  by  the  parents. 


It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  parents  of  children  referred  to 
above  will  consent  for  the  operation  to  be  carried  out  later. 


The  particulars  of 

the  treatment  of  children 

with  deafness  is 

as  follows  : — 

Herefordshire 

Hereford- 

Ear Disease. — 

General  V ictoria  Own 

shire  Dis- 

Clinic. 

Hospital.  Hospital.  Doctor. 

pensary.  Other. 

B.  G. 

B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

B.  G.  B.  G. 

Entrants  . . 2 - 

- - - I - - 

- - - - 

Leavers  . . 12 

I - - - I - 

- - *1  - 

Specials  . . 1 1 

- - 2 - - - 

- 1 *1  - 

*In  these  two  cases  the  ears  were  syringed 

at  home  by  the 

mother. 

Clinic. 

Victoria 

Wax.- 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

Entrants 

l(r) 

- - 

Leavers  . . 

i(r)t  - 

i(r)  - 

Specials  . . 

4 i(4) 

- - 

f Means  right  ear  only. 

Other. — A girl  (special)  was  treated  at  the  Victoria  Hospital 
for  deafness  in  the  right  car,  due  to  a nutshell  ; this  was  Removed. 

Of  the  two  entrants  treated  at  the  Clinic,  one  had  left  and  the 
other  right  ear  discharge.  A leaver  (boy)  had  perforation  of  both 


87 

drums,  and  two  leavers  (girls)  inflammation  of  the  external  ear  and 
ear  discharge  respectively. 

A special  (boy)  had  perforation  of  the  left  drum. 

Of  the  cases  treated  elsewhere  there  was  discharge  from  one 
or  both  ears  (one  ear  4,  both  ears  3). 

An  entrant  (boy),  4 leavers  (2  boys,  2 girls)  and  a special  (boy) 
were  treated  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  for  deafness,  due  to  wax,  by 
the  School  Nurse. 

All  the  cases  of  car  disease  or  deafness  which  were  found  on 
medical  inspection  were  treated. 

Two  entrants  (boy  and  girl),  and  one  special  (girl),  all  suffering 
from  ear  discharge,  medically  inspected  in  1914,  were  also  examined 
at  the  Clinic  ; a special  (boy)  with  ear  discharge,  previously  medically 
inspected  in  1913,  was  treated  at  home. 

THE  TEETH. 

The  particulars  of  the  teeth,  given  in  a previous  part  of  the 
report,  of  children  medically  inspected,  indicate  that  every  means 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  decay.  Poisonous  products  arc  pro- 
duced in  connection  with  decaying  teeth,  and  the  absorption  of  such 
products  causes  anaemia  and  other  ill  effects. 

The  causes  and  prevention  of  decay  were  discussed  on  pages 
95  and  96,  School  Report  for  1913.  It  is  most  important  that  teeth 
should  be  cleaned  regularly. 


Children  were  referred  for  treatment  who,  on  medical  inspec- 
tion, had  decayed  or  irregular  teeth.  A limited  number  of  children 
were  referred  to  the  Clinic.  Particulars  of  treatment  are  as  follows  : 


Decayed  Teeth. 

Clinic 

Own 

dentist. 

No  action  Percentage 

taken.  Total.  treated. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

Leavers 

20  12 

2 3 

!3  2 52  71 

Specials 

3 5 

21  11  72 

Irregular  Teeth. 

Clinic 

Own 

dentist. 

No  action  Percentage 

taken.  T otal.  treated. 

Leavers 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  CL 

4 1 

1 1 

- 3 10  70 

Specials 

— 2 

- - 

2 " 4 5° 

Altogether,  38  children 

(26  boys,  1 

2 girls)  were  treated  at  the 

Clinic. 

Dental  Inspection.— The  teeth  of  children  attending  (he 
elementary  schools,  aged  6,  7,  and  S years,  and  also  children  over 
this  age  previously  treated,  were  examined  by  (he  dentist. 
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flic  inspection  was  made  by  Mr.  Quintin  Mille  ■ during  the  first 
five  months,  and  by  Dr.  Machin  during  the  last  six  months  ; 1,437 
children  (741  boys,  69G  girls)  were  examined. 

Very  few  parents  refused  to  allow  their  children  to  be  examined, 
but  a much  larger  number  refused  to  allow  the  necessary  treatment. 


The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  the  teeth  of  the  chil- 
dren examined  by  the  dentist : — 


N 

umber  examined. 

Temp 

orary  Te 

eth. 

Perm 

anent  Tc 

eth. 

Un- 

Un- 

Age. 

Roys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Sound. 

Savable 

savable. 

Sound. 

Savable 

savable. 

6 

154 

140 

204 

3793 

452 

850 

997 

59 

O 

7 

100 

I 75 

374 

3576 

438 

1 1 39 

2544 

1 3 1 

8 

s 

1 76 

17  3 

340 

2364 

4 74 

036 

3313 

262 

48 

9 

157 

128 

285 

1365 

36.3 

C09 

37o6 

220 

60 

10 

5.5 

80 

135 

Cn 

M 

'-/t 

163 

158 

939 

1 16 

32 

Totals  . 

741 

696 

1437 

1 162.4 

1890 

3692 

1 1 490 

788 

148 

Forty-two  boys  (5.6  per  cent.)  and  42  girls  (6  per  cent.)  had  no 
decayed  teeth. 


Treatment  of  permanent  teeth  was  necessary  in  the  case  of 
229  boys  (30  per  cent.)  and  275  girls  (39  per  cent.),  and  in  connection 
with  temporary  teeth  in  39  boys  (5  per  cent.)  and  45  girls  (6  per 
cent.) 

Clinic. — The  number  of  children  treated  was  as  follows  : — 

Permanent  teeth.  Temporary  teeth. 

Boys  . . . . 48  (21%)  5 (13%) 

Girls  ..  ..  64(23%)  10(22%) 

More  treatment  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  girls’  teeth 
than  boys’.  In  addition  to  the  above,  8 children  (2  boys  and  G 
giils),  examined  in  1914,  were  also  treated. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  the  following  : — 


Extractions  of  temporary  teeth 

. . . 

Go 

Extractions  of  permanent  teeth 

7 

Temporary  teeth  filled 

4 

Permanent  teeth  filled 

Local  anaesthetics  were  used  in  15  cases. 

2 2 

The  fillings  were  as  follows  : — 

Copper  amalgam 

162 

\ 

Amalgam 

29 

Cement 

14 

Cement  and  amalgam 

13 

Root  fillings  and  dressings  . . 

10 
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Thirty-eight  cases  were  referred  after  medical  inspection, 
particulars  are  as  follows  : — • 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials 

The  following  work  watVearried  cut 
Temporary  teeth  extracted 
Permanent  tectli  extracted 
Permanent  teetli  filled 
Dressings 

The  fillings  were  as  follows  : — 
Copper  amalgam 
Amalgam 
Cement 

Almalgam  and  cement 
Dressings 


Boys.  Girls. 
2 


28 

49 

80 

10 


24 

26 

O O 

. . 

15 


The 


REMAINING  CASES. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Treatment  by  own 

Doctor. 

Herefordshire 
General  Hospital. 

Herefordshire 

Dispensary. 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary. 

Other. 

No  treatment 
obtained. 

*c3 

0 

H 

Percentage 

treated. 

An  cemia — 

Ordinary 

I I 

2 

I 

I 

5 

I 

20 

05 

Specials 

2 

8 

20 

IOO 

Heart  Disease — - 

Ordinary 

I 

2 

O 

s 

60 

Specials 

3 

I 

4 

IOO 

Bronchitis — 

Ordinary 

7 

I 

I 

I 

5 

So 

Specials 

I 

1 

IOO 

Suspicious  Phthisis — 

Ordinary 

I 

6 

*7 

IOO 

Special  . . 

I 

I 

7 

IOO 

Phthisis 

Ordinary 

I 

1 

IOO 

Specials 

I 

4 

IOO 

Other  Tubercular  Disease — 

Ordinary 

I 

I 

2 

IOO 

Specials 

I 

1 

IOO 

Hysteria — - 

Ordinary 

I 

1 

IOO 

Skin  Disease — 

Ordinary 

6 

8 

IOO 

Dyspepsia — 

Special  . . 

; 

I 

r 

IOO 

Curvature  of  Spine — 

Ordinary 

I 

1 

IOO 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland— 

Ordinary 

't 

IOO 

Specials  . . 

I 

. 

1 

IOO 

Rupture  (right  side) — 

Ordinary  

it 

. 

. 

1 

IOO 

t Operation  performed.  * Four,  possible  Phthisis 

Other  treatment  includes  medicine  obtained  from  a chemist, 
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He  art  Disease. — Six  children,  consisting  of  three  entrants 
(boy  i,  girls  2),  1 leaver  (boy),  and  2 specials  (boy  and  girl)  suffered 
from  dilatation,  and  a special  (girl)  from  hypertrophy  ; two  specials 
(girls)  had  mitral  disease  and  congenital  disease  of  the  heart  respec- 
tively. The  final  diagnosis  in  regard  to  functional  disease  is  based 
on  re-examination  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 

Lungs.- — Twenty-two  ordinary  cases  (11  boys,  11  girls)  and  13 
specials  (9  boys,  4 girls)  had  abnormal  conditions  of  one  or  both 
apices  of  the  lungs,  but  no  actual  disease  ; these  have  been  kept 
under  observation  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 

In  the  table  following  a summary  is  given  in  regard  to  treat- 
ment up  to  the  end  of  March,  191b,  of  the  defects  found  on  medical 
inspection. 


9T 
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♦ 

PREVENTION  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(g)  Review  of  action  taken  to  detect  and  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases,  including  reference  to  action  taken  'under  Articles 
45  (b),  53  (b)  and  57  of  the  Code. 

On  pages  174  to  1S1,  Annual  Report  for  1909.  I gave  an  account 
of  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  ; 
further  information  has  been  given  in  later  reports. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  head  teachers 
during  the  year  : — Measles  30,  Chickenpox  28,  Whooping  Cough  26, 
Suspicious  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Mumps  2,  Ringworm  2,  other  Skin 
Disease  2. 

Visits  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse  in  the  majority  of  cases 
and  in  the  remainder  by  myself.  The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 
Measles  18,  Chickenpox  29,  Whooping  Cough  35,  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Diphtheria  1,  Mumps  2,  Ringworm  9,  Scabies  3. 

A number  of  visits  were  also  made  in  connection  with  Tuber- 
culosis ; these  have  already  been  referred  to  in  a previous  part  of 
the  report. 

Whooping  Cough. — Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  this  disease 
among  the  children  attending  Tupsley  School,  this  school  was  closed 
from  March  22nd  until  April  19th. 

(//)  Review  of — 

(i.)  The  methods  and  results  of  instruction  in  personal  hygiene  and 
temperance  in  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  area; 
(ii.)  The  methods  and  results  of  physical  or  breathing  exercises  in 
the  school ; 

(iii.)  Arrangement  for  open-air  schools,  school  camps,  &c. 

(?'.)  Hygiene  and  Temperance — 

These  matters  were  referred  to  on  pages  187  and  191,  Annual 
Report  for  1909,  pages  105  to  107  Report  for  1911,  and  pages  79 
and  80,  Report  for  1912.  It  is  most  important  that  every  child 
should  be  taught  the  elements  of  Hygiene  and  Temperance  ; in  a 
report  to  the  Education  Committee  last  May,  I suggested  that 
children  should  be  instructed  from  an  early  age  in  regard  to  these 
matters. 

It  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  reform  adult  persons,  but  a much 
simpler  matter  to  influence  the  mind  of  the  child.  In  a prefatory 
note  to  the  outline  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  teaching 
Hygiene  and  Temperance  to  scholars  attending  the  public  elemen- 
tary Schools,  there  is  the  following: — 

“ But  it  is  often  the  case  that  the  standard  of  knowledge  or 
duty  among  the  parents  is  so  low  that  the  physical  welfare  of  the 
scholars  is  endangered  through  the  serious  neglect  in  their  homes 
of  the  fundamental  rules  of  health.  The  school  is  practically  the 
only  available  agency  for  d charging  the  neglected  duty  of  the 
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home  in  this  matter  ; and  is  therefore  forced,  in  the  interests  of  the 
scholars,  to  assume  the  task  of  securing  that  they  know  these  rules, 
and  are  encouraged  to  practise  them.” 

(ii.)  Physical  and  Breathing  Exercises — 

Reference  is  made  to  exercises  on  pages  192  and  193,  Annual 
Report  for  1909,  and  page  no,  Report  for  1914. 

It  is  important  that  children  should  take  part  in  outdoor  games 
of  every  kind. 

1 he  consideration  of  the  provision  of  a public  swimming  bath, 
and  also  shower  and  washing  baths,  has  been  postponed  for  the 
present. 

(iii.)  Open-air  Schools,  &c. 

Reference  is  made  to  this  matter  on  pages  115  and  116,  Annual 
Report  for  1914. 


MENTALLY  OR  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

(1)  Review  of  the  methods  adopted  and  the  adequacy  of  such 
methods  of  dealing  with  blind,  deaf,  mentally  or  physically  defective 
and  epileptic  children  under  the  Acts  of  1893,  1899,  and  1914. 

Mentally  Deficient. — There  are  21  children  (S  boys  and  13 
girls)  attending  the  elementary  schools  in  this  town.  The  ages  are 
as  follows 


Ages 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 


9 

1 

1 


10  11  12 

2 1 1 

2 4 

235 


13  Total. 
2 8 

5 13 

7 21 


One  boy  aged  10  years  was  sent  to  Hopewell  Hall  Institution, 
near  Derby,  and  a girl  aged  16  years  recently  returned  from 
Sandlebridge  Institution  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  years  ; this  girl 
showed  a good  deal  of  improvement  both  physically  and  mentally. 

The  majority  of  the  children  are  suitable  for  special  classes  or 
a special  school,  and  a few  would  probably  benefit  most  by  instruc- 
tion in  a boarding  school. 


Idiots. — There  is  one  boy  aged  13  years  who  comes  under  this 
heading. 


Imbeciles. — There  are  three  boys  aged  8,  12  and  14  years. 
1 he  boy  12  is  an  inmate  of  Burghill  Asylum. 

Dull  or  Backward  Children. — The  number  given  in  the 
table  does  not  include  mentally  defective  children. 

Epileptics. — There  are  8 children,  6 boys  aged  6 (2),  7,  9 and 
12  (2)  years,  and  two  girls  aged  12  years,  who  suffer  from  epilepsy 
(boy  aged  7 years  from  minor  epilepsy).  The  boy  aged  6 years  has 
a very  severe  form  of  the  disease  and  is  unable  to  attend  an  elemen- 
tary school ; two  boys  12  years  also  do  not  attend  school,  one  is 
mentally  defective. 


9-) 


Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically  Defective  Children 
Not  at  School 
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A boy  agccl  12  years  is  at  Starnthwaite  Colony,  Kendal,  and  a 
girl  aged  13  years  at  Chalfont  Colony,  Bucks. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  total  number  of  children 
with  Phthisis  is  54  (31  boys,  23  girls).  The  ages  in  years  are  as 
follows  : — 

Ages  ••  5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Total. 


Boys 

Girls 


5 3 1 2 5 10  2 31 

4 4 1 3 3 2 1 23 


1 


Thirty-seven  cases  (21  boys,  16  girls)  were  notified  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer,  15  cases  (6  boys,  9 girls)  by  private  practitioners, 
and  2 cases  (1  boy,  1 girl)  by  myself  as  School  Medical  Officer.  Six 
boys,  aged  8 (2),  I2(  and  13  (3),  and  3 girls,  aged  6,  9 and  12  years 
are  not  attending  school. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

(1)  Attending  School. — A boy  aged  10  years,  and  a girl  of  the 
same  age,  who  are  affected  with  old  Tubercular  disease  of  the  hip, 
attend  school ; both  children  use  crutches.  A girl  aged  6 years, 
who  has  tubercular  disease  of  the  spine,  attends  school ; she  is  pro- 
vided with  a special  jacket  to  protect  the  spine. 

(2)  Not  attending  School.— Girl  aged  10  years  with  Tubercular 
glands  of  neck,  and  a boy  aged  5 years  with  Tuberculosis  of  the 
mesenteric  glands. 

Cripples  other  than  Tubercular.— Under  the  term  * cripple  ’ 

I have  included  children  who  are  disabled  through  not  having  the 
full  use,  or  only  the  partial  use  of  one  or  both  extremities,  or  who 
are  crippled  on  account  of  injury  to  the  spine. 

(1)  Attending  School. — Four  boys  and  10  girls  are  attending 
school. 

In  the  following  cases  the  disablement  was  the  result  of  Infantile 
Paralysis  Boys,  aged  9,  10  and  13  years,  and  girls  aged  5,  6,  10, 

II  (2),  12  (2)  and  14  years. 

The  other  eases  are  as  follows: — Boy  aged  13  yeais  lost  the 
leit  arm  through  an  accident  ; a girl  aged  13  years  has  extreme 
eversion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  bones  of  both  legs  (the  result  of 
rickets)  and  is  unable  to  walk  without  the  aid  of  crutches  ; a girl 
aged  12  years  is  lame  in  both  legs,  especially  the  right,  and  has  also 
weakness  of  the  spine — this  child  is  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
osteo-malacia  ; a girl  aged  8 years  has  defective  movement  in  the 
right  arm,  the  result  of  a burn. 

(2)  Not  Attending  School. — A boy  and  2 girls  are  not  attending 
school  ; all  three  suffer  from  the  effects  of  rickets,  and  were  referred 
to  on  pages  114  and  115,  Annual  Report  for  1914. 


Treatment. 

Mentally  Deficient.  The  question  of  providing  a special  school 
in  the  town  ffir  such  children  has  been  postponed. 

Epileptic. — Two  children  (a  boy  and  girl),  are  in  certified 
boarding-schools  for  epileptics. 

Phthisical. — A number  of  children  affected  with  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  have  attended  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  a few 
have  been  sent  for  a short  period  to  a cottage  in  Vowchurch,  through 
the  Charity  Organisation  Society. 

The  Herefordshire  County  Council  have  now  12  beds  in  the 
Knight  wick  Sanatorium  available  for  both  insured  and  non-insured 
persons,  including  children. 

A residential  Sanatorium  School  was  referred  to  on  page  115, 
Annua'  Report  for  1914. 

Forms  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis,  etc. — Open- 
air  schools  and  classes  were  referred  to  in  the  report  of  1914. 

In  the  absence  of  an  open-air  school,  use  should  be  made  of 
playground  classes  for  delicate  children.  More  use  should  be 
made  of  the  area  provided  at  the  new  Scudamore  Schools  ; the 
verandah  covers  an  area  50ft.  by  21ft. 

During  the  summer  months  children  should  be  taught  as  much 
as  possible  on  open-air  lines. 

( i ) Miscellaneous. 

Inspection  Clinic. — The  number  of  attendances  of  children 
examined  during  1915  were  615  ; there  were  202  attendances  of 
children  previously  medically  inspected.  Children  medically  in- 
spected who  suffer  from  poor  nutrition,  anaemia,  heart  disease,  lung 
disease,  &c.,  are  re-examined  at  the  clinic. 

A number  of  children  suffering  from  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases  referred  by  the  school  teachers  and  the  school  attendance 
officer  were  also  seen  ; some  of  the  particulars  are  given  below. 
In  each  case  where  treatment  was  necessary  the  parents  were  advised 
to  obtain  it. 

A good  idea  of  the  type  of  case  examined  can  be  formed  from 
the  table  given  on  page  118,  Annual  Report  for  1914. 

Contagious  Skin  Disease. — Nineteen  cases  of  ringworm  (14 
boys  and  5 girls)  were  examined  on  78  occasions  ; 1 1 cases  of  impetigo 
(6  boys,  5 girls)  on  24  occasions,  and  4 cases  of  scabies  (3  boys, 
1 girl)  on  21  occasions. 

Phthisis. — A large  number  of  suspicious  and  possible  cases  of 
Phthisis  were  examined. 
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During  the  year  22  children  (11  boys,  n girls)  were  referred  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  11 
children  were  in  the  opinion  of  that  Officer  suffering  from  Phthisis. 

The  particulars  arc  as  follows  : — 

Ages  ..  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  Total 

Boys  . . - 1 - - 1 - - 2 - - 4 

Girls  1 1 2 - 1 - 1 - 1 7 

A boy  aged  13  years  and  a girl  aged  5 years  were  considered  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  be  suffering  from  suspicious  Phthisis,  and 
5 boys  and  3 girls  were  considered  not  to  be  suffering  from  the 
disease. 

Most  of  the  children  with  suspicious  or  possible  Phthisis  were 
examined  on  several  occasions,  and  only  those  cases  in  which  there 
was  probable  Phthisis  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  who 
continues  to  give  very  useful  information  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis 
of  the  disease. 

Care  Committee. — The  duties  of  a care  committee  have  been 
referred  to  from  time  to  time  in  the  reports  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Shortly  after  the  above  com- 
mittee was  formed,  I sent  round  to  each  member  of  the  committee 
a full  statement  of  the  duties  referred  to  above,  and  recently  I * 
also  reported  the  same  particulars  to  the  Education  Committee.  If 
any  wish  to  make  enquiries,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  outside 
the  county,  they  will  find  that  there  are  numerous  Care  Commit- 
tees throughout  the  British  Isles,  the  members  of  which  take  an 
active  part  in  visiting. 

The  chief  duties  of  a Care  Committee  are  : — 

(1)  To  follow  up,  where  necessary,  the  work  of  medical  inspec- 
tion, endeavouring  to  secure  the  treatment  appropriate  in  the  case 
of  each  child.  (2)  To  endeavour  to  bring  about  in  special  cases 
permanent  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  home  by  regular 
visits  of  a friendly  character.  (3)  To  co-operate  with  the  Local 
Education  Authority  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be  made  for 
the  provision  of  meals  to  necessitous  children.  (4)  To  interest 
themselves  in  the  question  of  the  employment  of  children  about  to 
leave  school.  (5)  To  give  particular  attention  to  the  various  groups 
of  school  children  educated  in  special  schools,  exercising  the  function 
both  of 1 care  ’ and  ‘ after  care.’  Action  of  this  kind  will  be  necessary 
in  the  case  (a)  of  physically  defective  children,  ( b ) of  mentally 
defective  children. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  work  of  the  members  of  a Care 
Committee  is  visiting  at  the  homes,  and  the  members  are  supposed 
to  meet  from  time  to  time  and  discuss  their  visits  in  a friendly  way, 
in  fact  there  should  be  absence  of  any  formality.  The  provision 
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of  returns  and  other  statistical  data  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
should  only  be  carried  out  to  a very  limited  extent.  No  re- 
in cnee  is  made  to  the  treatment  of  verminous  heads,  and 
although  one  appreciates  the  sympathy  of  members  of  the  care 
committee  in  this  matter,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is 
only  one  of  many  questions  which  arise  in  connection  with  children. 

\\hcie  a School  Nurse  is  employed,  the  scope  of  her  duties  is 
defined  by  the  chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Board  as  follows 

1 here  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  case  of  uncleanliness 
especially  of  verminous  condition  of  the  head,  body  or  clothing,  the 
proper  person  to  visit  in  the  home,  when  such  a course  seems 
necessary,  is  not  the  voluntary  helper  but  the  School  Nurse  or  Health 
\ isitor,  as  the  case  may  be.  Further,  the  interviewing  of  the  parents 
in  regard  to  medical  defects  in  the  child  is,  speaking  generally, 
preferably  undertaken  by  a similar  official. 

The  voluntary  helper  can  thus  concentrate  on  individual  cases 
referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  cases  for  whose  complete 
‘ following  up  ’ the  tapping  of  services  other  than  official  may  be 
essential.  Thus  in  some  instances  frequent  visits  over  a prolonged 
period  in  the  case  of  an  ignorant  and  careless  mother  may  be 
necessary.” 

“ In  short,  it  may  be  said  that  the  routine  work  of  the  following 
up  is  preferably  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority,  the  aid  of  the  voluntary  helper  being  called  in  for  parti- 
cular cases  and  for  exceptional  forms  of  assistance.” 

It  will  be  seen  that  even  with  one  nurse  who  also  acts  as  health 
visitor  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for  the  voluntary  helper. 

In  the  past  the  amount  of  visiting  done  by  members  of  the 
City  Care  Committee  has  been  very  small,  and  has  been  chiefly 
carried  out  by  one  lady  member,  although  a number  of  cases  have 
been  reported. 

At  present  the  committee  consists  of  a majority  of  members 
who  did  not  desire  to  do  visiting.  A care  committee  should 
consist  of  a large  majority  of  members  who  are  willing  to  visit  ; it 
is  therefore  most  important  that  the  City  Care  Committee  should 
be  re-constituted  so  as  to  contain  such  a proportion.  A few  visits 
made  by  each  of  half-a  dozen  members  a week  would  be  of  distinct 
advantage.  There  are  a number  of  cases  which  accumulate  from 
year  to  year  and  which  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  School  Nurse 
to  keep  up  with  ; it  is  just  such  cases  as  these  in  which  useful 
voluntary  help  may  be  given. 

In  the  Borough  of  Cambridge  there  is  a lad”  manager  in  con- 
nection with  each  of  the  elementary  schools  ; these  ladies  form 
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the  care  committee,  and  have  assisted  in  visiting  at  the  homes 
in  connection  with  children  found  to  have  defects  on  medical  in- 
spection. 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  in  connection  with  some  or  all  of 
the  elementary  schools  in  this  city,  one  of  the  managers  were  a lady 
who  took  an  interest  in  children  and  was  prepared  to  visit  at  the 
homes.  A woman  usually  takes  much  more  interest  than  a man 
in  regard  to  such  matters  as  cleanliness  of  children  and  premises, 
and  in  other  matters  connected  with  the  welfare  of  children. 

During  the  year  Mrs.  Mines  has  kindly  continued  in  suitable 
cases  to  arrange  for  the  provision  of  milk  and  eggs — in  some  cases 
milk  only — to  children  (the  majority  affected  with  Phthisis)  who 
needed  extra  nourishment.  Altogether  io  children  (3  boys  and  7 
girls)  received  this  nourishment,  the  money  for  which  was  partly 
provided  out  of  the  Mayor’s  Fund  and  partly  through  a private 
subscription. 
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TABLE  IV.  (L.G.B.) 

HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


All  f Certified 
Causes  | Uncertified 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whoopi  ng-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

r Tuberculous  Meningitis 
J Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
| Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
"Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
i Diarrhoea 
) Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Injury  at  Birth  . . 

Atelectasis 

r Congenital  Malformations 
- Premature  Birth 
I Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
Dysentery 

Haemorrhage  from  the  Cord 
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Nett  ( Legitimate,  394. 

Births  in  the  Year  1 Illegitimate,  29. 


Nett 

Deaths  in  the  Year  of 


Legitimate  Infants,  31. 
Illegitimate  Infants,  3. 
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